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A Musical Guide
to Bratislava

The year 2016 has been declared the
Year of Slovak Music by the Ministry

of Culture of the Slovak Republic. This
declaration was on the initiative of the
Music Centre Slovakia, an initiative that
now sees the publication of this book.
This book aims to map the places, people,
ensembles and events in Bratislava -
also called the “city of music” - that are
particularly related to classical music,
but also includes other music genres.
The chapters “Musical Walking Tours”
and “Musicians’ Places of Eternal Rest”
look to the past: those who wish to can
trace the footsteps of the famous and
less famous personalities who worked
in our city, improving the quality of its
musical life, or visited it even for a short
time, thereby leaving a permanent
imprint of their presence here. The past
flows into the present in the chapter
“Concert Venues of Bratislava” - the
halls, palaces, galleries, churches and
theatres, resonating with the echoes of
music from times past, invite visitors

to drink from the well of music of today.
“Orchestras, Ensembles and Choirs”
presents a selection of twenty music
ensembles with a short description of
their past and current work. The book
also maps Bratislava’s musical life today:
its festivals and concert series, clubs,
music shops and other music institutions.
The entries are interconnected by
references. Of course, due to its limited
scope, this volume does not aspire to
completeness. Its authors, active tourist
guides in Bratislava who specialize in its
musical life, offer their knowledge both
to the inhabitants of Bratislava and the
visitors of our city. We wish our readers
many beautiful musical discoveries

in Bratislava! D

Zuzana Godarova
Jan Vyhnanek

Hudobny
sprievodca
po Bratislave

Na podnet Hudobného centra bol

rok 2016 vyhlaseny Ministerstvom
kultiry SR za Rok slovenskej hudby.
Sucastou projektu je i predklada-

na publikacia, ktorej ambiciou je
zmapovat miesta, osobnosti, stibory
a udalosti, ktoré v Bratislave - nazy-
vanej aj ,mestom hudby* - suvisia

s klasickou hudbou, ako aj s dalSimi
hudobnymi zanrami. Kapitoly ,Hudob-
né prechadzky“ a ,Miesta posledného
odpocinku hudobnikov* sa vracaji do
minulosti, priCom zaujemca sa méze
vydat po stopach slavnych i menej
znamych osobnosti, ktoré v nasom
meste posobili a pozdvihli jeho
hudobni droven, alebo ho len kratko
navstivili, ale dodali tym mestu ne-
zmazatel'ny punc svojej pritomnosti.
Minulost sa prepaja so sticasnos-

tou v kapitole ,Koncertné miesta
Bratislavy“ - siene, palace, galérie,
kostoly, divadla, presiaknuté ozvenou
hudby déb minulych, lakajd nav-
Stevnikov, aby nacerpali zo studnice
hudby dneska. Kapitola ,Orchestre,
stibory a zbory“ predstavuje dvad-
siatku vybranych hudobnych telies

so struénym popisom ich minulého

i si¢asného posobenia. Publikacia
mapuje aj dnesné hudobné dianie

v meste, festivaly a koncertné cykly,
bratislavské kluby, predajne hudob-
nin a iné hudobné institacie. Jednot-
livé hesla su prepojené odkazmi. Pre
obmedzeny rozsah si, samozrejme,
publikacia nenarokuje na tplnost.
Autori, aktivni sprievodcovia po
Bratislave so zameranim na hudobné
dianie, poniikaji svoje poznatky tak
Bratislavéanom, ako aj navstevnikom
nasho mesta. Zelaju éitatelom vela
peknych zazitkov spojenych s objavo-
vanim hudby! D

Zuzana Godarova
Jan Vyhnanek
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Koncertné miesta Bratislavy
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KONCERTNE
MIESTA
BRATISLAVY




HUDOBNY ZIVOT V BRATISLAVE (do r. 1919 Pressburg/Pozsony/
PreSporok) ma dlhu tradiciu. Mnohé koncertné saly a dalSie miesta konania
koncertov pontkaji bohaty program, staci si z neho vybrat. Niektoré miesta
v§ak uz zanikli, napr. byvala Sien reprezentantov, ktora sa nachadzala

na nadvori Starej radnice. Tato sien, postavena v r. 1868 pre vonkajsich
¢lenov mestskej rady (reprezentantov), bola az do svojho zburania v r. 1910
najvyznamnejSou koncertnou salou Bratislavy. Od r. 1871 tu vystupovali napr.
Hans von Biilow (za Gc¢asti Franza Liszta), Henrik Wieniawski, David Popper

a Sophie Menterova, Pablo de Sarasate, Ignaz Briill, Camille Saint-Saéns,
Ferdinand Hiller, Joseph Joachim, Carl Reinecke.

Z novsich dejin to bol byvaly Park kultiry a oddychu (PKO), kultirne
zariadenie na nabrezi Dunaja, postavené v r. 1940 - 1948 p6vodne na tGcel
konania Dunajskych veltrhov, prestavané na kultiirno-spolo¢enské zariadenie
vr. 1951 - 1959. Bolo svedkom mnohych koncertov a plesov, vystav

a veltrhoyv, festivalov Bratislavska lyra (-» s. 76) a Bratislavské jazzové

dni (= s. 91) a i. Po odpredani pozemkov pod budovami odstavili PKO

z prevadzky a na prelome rokov 2015 - 2016 ho zburali.

MUSICAL LIFE IN BRATISLAVA (known as Pressburg/Pozsony/Presporok
until 1919) boasts a long tradition. Many concert halls and other concert
venues offer a rich and varied programme - something for everybody. Some
sites, however, have already ceased to exist, such as the former Hall of
Representatives, which was located in the courtyard of the Old Town Hall. This
hall, built in 1868 for the external members of the city council (representatives),
was in its time the most important concert venue in Bratislava. From 1871
until its demolition in 1910, it hosted performances by Hans von Bulow (in the
presence of Franz Liszt), Henrik Wieniawski, David Popper and Sophie Menter,
Pablo de Sarasate, Ignaz Brill, Camille Saint-Saéns, Ferdinand Hiller, Joseph
Joachim, and Carl Reinecke, to name just a few.

In more recent times it was notably the Park of Culture and Relaxation (PKO),
a cultural centre located on the bank of the river Danube, built in 1940-1948
originally for the Danube Trade Fair and transformed into a venue for cultural
and social events in 1951-1959. It held a number of concerts, balls, exhibitions
and fairs, including the festivals Bratislava Lyre (=» p. 76) and Bratislava Jazz
Days (=» p- 91). After the sale of the land under the PKO buildings, it was closed
down and demolished at the beginning of 2016.
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Reduta

The Reduta building was built in the
years 1913-1919 on the site of a former
granary from the times of Queen Maria
Theresa. It is representative of the
Neo-Baroque style with elements of
Rococo and Art Nouveau. The project
was designed by the Budapest archi-
tects Marcell Komor and Dezsé Jakab.
Its Small Hall opened to the public in
1916; the Concert Hall in 1919. The
building housed the City Music School,
the cinema Redoute and a café, and
held concerts and balls. Since 1949 the
Reduta has been the seat of the Slovak
Philharmonic, which first played here in
1950. The Concert Hall originally didn’t
have an organ; during its installation in
19586, the balcony in the front part of
the hall, which had held an orchestra
during balls, was removed. Since 1965

Reduta

Budovu Reduty postavili na mieste
byvalej sypky z ¢ias Marie Terézie.
Stavba bola realizovana vr. 1913 -
1919 v neobarokovom style s prvka-
mi rokoka a secesie. Projekt pripra-
vili budapestianski architekti Marcell
Komor a Dezider Jakab. Mala sala
bola otvorena v r. 1916, Koncertna
sien vr. 1919. V budove sidlila Mest-
ska hudobna Skola, kino Redoute,
kaviaren, konali sa v nej koncerty

a plesy. 0d r. 1949 sa Reduta stala
sidlom Slovenskej filharmonie, ktora
tu prvykrat koncertovala v r. 1950.
Koncertna sien nemala az do

r. 1956 organ, pri jeho instalacii bol
odstraneny balkon z ¢elnej casti
siene, na ktorom hraval orchester
pocas plesov. Od r. 1965 je Reduta
miestom konania vyznamného

&7 Namestie E. Suchona 1
Jl www.filharmonia.sk
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the Reduta has served as the venue

for the Bratislava Music Festival ¢

(=» p. 77), an important musical event.
The building underwent a complete
reconstruction in 2009-2012.

Today the Concert Hall of the Slovak
Philharmonic has 708 seats available
for its visitors, the Small Hall has 168
seats and the glassed-in B. Bjgrnson
Courtyard offers space for various
smaller events. The Reduta is also
used for social events; for example,
in 2008 it held a ceremonial banquet
in honour of Queen Elizabeth Il and
Prince Philip. The Reduta has hosted
many renowned performers, such as
Claudio Abbado, Eugen d’Albert, Béla
Bartok, Pierre Boulez, Philip Glass,
Aram Khachaturian, Erich Wolfgang
Korngold, Fritz Kreisler, Zubin Mehta,
Olivier Messiaen, David Oistrakh,
Dmitry Shostakovich, Krzysztof
Penderecki, Sviatoslav Richter,
Richard Strauss, Eugéne Ysaye,

Felix Weingartner and Alexander

von Zemlinsky. D

Online concert archive:
stream.filharmonia.sk

&7 Namestie E. Suchofna 1
Jl www.filharmonia.sk
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festivalu Bratislavské hudobné slav-
nosti (< s. 77). Budovu kompletne
zrekonstruovali v r. 2009 - 2012. Dnes
pontka Koncertna sien Slovenskej
filharmonie 708 miest, Mala sala
Slovenskej filharmoénie 168 miest

a zastreSené Nadvorie B. Bjgrnsona
priestor pre konanie kultirnych a spo-
lo¢enskych podujati. Reduta sa vyuziva
aj ako miesto spolo¢enskych podu-
jati, napr. vr. 2008 sa v priestoroch
Reduty uskutocnil slavnostny banket
na pocest britskej kralovnej Alzbety Il.
a princa Philipa. Reduta hostila mnohé
vyznamné osobnosti, ako boli Claudio
Abbado, Eugen d’Albert, Béla Bartok,
Pierre Boulez, Philip Glass, Aram
Chacaturjan, Erich Wolfgang Korngold,
Fritz Kreisler, Zubin Mehta, Olivier
Messiaen, David Ojstrach, Dmitrij
Sostakovié, Krzysztof Penderecki, Svia-
toslav Richter, Richard Strauss, Eugéne
Ysaye, Felix Weingartner, Alexander
von Zemlinsky ai. D

online archiv koncertov:
stream.filharmonia.sk

KONCERTNE SALY, PALACE A GALERIE
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Moyzes Hall

The building was constructed in
1911-1912 to hold the Austro-Hun-
garian military headquarters on the
basis of the design of Josef Rittner,

a Viennese construction engineer. The
object contains an Art Nouveau social
hall currently named after the composer
Alexander Moyzes (1906-1984), which
is accessed from the Vajansky Riverside.
Thanks to its outstanding acoustics, it

is often used as a concert hall (e.g. for
the Melos-Ethos festival); in 1986-2001
it was regularly used as the venue for
the Slovak Philharmonic concert series
(Moyzes Hall of the Slovak Philharmonic).
Among those who have performed here
are Eugen d’Albert, Ernst von Dohnanyi,
Robert Stolz, Felix Weingartner and
Ottorino Respighi. In 1926-1930 the
first radio studio in Slovakia broadcasted
from here, which is commemorated

by a plaque on the building. Since 1960
the building has belonged to the Faculty
of Arts of Comenius University. D

Moyzesova sien

Budovu postavilivr. 1911 - 1912
pre rakuisko-uhorské vojenské
velitel'stvo podla projektu vieden-
ského stavebného inzZiniera Josefa
Rittnera. Do objektu je zakompono-
vana aj secesna spolocenska sala,
s vchodom z Vajanského nabrezia,
v sicasnosti nestica pomenovanie
po hudobnom skladatelovi Alexan-
drovi Moyzesovi (1906 - 1984). Pre
vyborni akustiku sa vyuZiva najma
ako koncertna sala (napr. festival
Melos-Etos), v rokoch 1986 - 2001
pravidelne ako sucast koncertnych
cyklov Slovenskej filharmonie
(Moyzesova sien SF). V minulosti

tu vystupovali napr. Eugen d’Albert,
Ernst von Dohnanyi, Robert Stolz,
Felix Weingartner, Ottorino Respighi.
Vr. 1926 - 1930 vysielalo z tejto
budovy prvé rozhlasové stidio na
Slovensku, o com sved¢i aj pamatna
tabula na objekte. Od r. 1960 v bu-
dove sidli Filozoficka fakulta UK. D

& Vajanského nabrezie 12
/l www.fphil.uniba.sk
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Radio and Television
Slovakia, the Building
of the Slovak Radio

The regular broadcast from this
inverted pyramid building commenced
in 1985. The building consists of two
pyramids, with the inner one contain-
ing the broadcasting equipment and
recording studios. The Large Concert
Studio of the Slovak Radio with 523
seats holds concerts of the Slovak
Radio Symphony Orchestra (=» p. 59),
as well as other classical and popular
music concerts. It contains one of
the largest organs in Central Europe
with 6,300 pipes. This is where the
Organ Concerts under the Pyramid
(=» p. 84) take place. The hall has
excellent acoustics for recording; it

is positioned on springs which serve
as an acoustic silencer, preventing
vibrations and sound echoes. The
Slovak Radio Symphony Orchestra,
the Slovak Radio Folk Instruments
Orchestra (OLuN), and the Slovak

@ Mytna 1
Il www.rtvs.org

RTVS, budova
Slovenského
rozhlasu

Pravidelné vysielanie z budovy obra-
tenej pyramidy sa zacalo v r. 1985.
Budova pozostava z dvoch pyramid,
pricom vnutorna obsahuje vysielacie
zariadenia a nahravacie stadia. Vo
Velkom koncertnom studiu Slovenské-
ho rozhlasu, s kapacitou 523 miest,
sa konaju koncerty Symfonického
orchestra Slovenského rozhlasu

(=» s. 59) a dalSie koncerty klasickej

a popularnej hudby. Nachadza sa tu
jeden z najvacsich organov v strednej
Eurépe so 6 300 pistalami. Uskutoc-
nuji sa tu Organové koncerty pod py-
ramidou (- s. 84). Sala ma vynikajlicu
akustiku pre nahravanie, je osadena

KONCERTNE SALY, PALACE A GALERIE
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Radio Children’s and Girls’ Choirs all
record in the Studio, as do some external
music bodies. Concerts and recordings
also take place in the Small Concert
Studio of the Slovak Radio, which can
host 183 visitors, as well as the
Chamber Studio with its 130 seats.

The Slovak Radio building has held the
Radio_Head Awards festival since

2014, a two-day concert showcasing

the best of the past year in music
broadcast from Devin Radio and
Radio_FM (www.radiohlavy.sk). Some of
the personalities who have performed in
the Slovak Radio building include John
Abercrombie, Jon Anderson, Boris Bere-
zovsky, Branford Marsalis, Al Di Meola,
Steve Reich and Dawn Upshaw. D

Concert Hall Dvorana
of the Academy of
Performing Arts

The Academy of Performing Arts (APA)
was founded in 1949 as the first spe-
cialized university institution for music,
drama, dance and
film arts in Slovakia.
The APA is currently
composed of three
faculties: Music and
Dance Faculty, Theatre
Faculty, and Film and
Television Faculty. The
former radio building
at 1, Zochova Street
today serves as the
seat of the Music and Dance Faculty
(Music Faculty until 1992). The APA Con-
cert Hall Dvorana with 130 seats holds
chamber and orchestral concerts of
smaller instrumental line-ups, seminars
and workshops. Besides events organ-
ized by the faculty, external concerts,
festivals and other events also take
place here. D

na pruzinach, ktoré slizia ako akus-
ticky timic, ¢o brani vibraciam a zvu-
kovym odrazom. Nahrava tu SOSR,
OLuN, Detsky a dievéensky spevacky
zbor SRo a tieZ externé telesa. Kon-
certy a nahravanie sa uskuto¢nuju aj
v Malom koncertnom studiu, ktoré
pojme 183 divakov, a Komornom
koncertnom studiu s kapacitou

130 miest. V priestoroch SRo sa

od r. 2014 usporaditiva festival
Radio_Head Awards, dvojdnova kon-
certna prehliadka toho najlepsieho
za uplynuly rok z ponuky Radia Devin
a Radia_FM (www.radiohlavy.sk).
Osobnosti, ktoré vystupovali v budo-
ve SRo: John Abercrombie, Jon An-
derson, Boris Berezovskij, Branford
Marsalis, Al Di Meola, Steve Reich,
Dawn Upshaw ai. D

Dvorana VSMU

Vysoka skola muzickych umeni bola
zaloZena v r. 1949 ako prva Speciali-
zovana vysokoskolska institicia hu-
dobného, dramatického, tane¢ného
a filmového umenia na Slovensku.
VSMU tvoria v sii-
casnosti tri fakulty:
Hudobna a tanec-
na, Divadelna,
Filmova a televizna.
V starej rozhlasovej
budove na Zocho-
vej 1 sidli Hudobna
a tanecna fakulta
(do roku 1992
Hudobna fakulta).
Koncertna sala Dvorana VSMU,

s kapacitou 130 miest, je uréena pre
komorné a orchestralne koncerty
mensieho nastrojového obsadenia,
seminare a workshopy. Okrem po-
dujati fakulty sa tu konaju aj externé
koncerty, festivaly a pod. D

& Zochova 1
Jl www.htf.vsmu.sk
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Bratislava Castle

The Music Hall of Bratislava Castle

is located in the northern wing of the
Castle, in the former Baroque chapel.
Following the reconstruction of the
Castle in the 1950s and 1960s, the
venue was used as an assembly hall,
and later as a music hall for organ
concerts. The furniture from the
1970s has been partly preserved. The
organ was made by the state-owned
enterprise Varhany Krnov in 1975.
Traces of stucco decoration of the
niche in which the altar of the chapel
had been placed are visible on the
western wall behind the organ. The
painting on the ceiling, Symphony
from 1968, is by Ester Simerova-

& Bratislavsky hrad
Jf www.snm.sk

Bratislavsky hrad

V severnom kridle Bratislavského
hradu v priestore byvalej barokovej
kaplnky sa nachadza Hudobna sien
Bratislavského hradu. Po obnove hradu
v 50. a 60. rokoch 20. st. sa priestor
pouzival ako zasadacia sien, neskor
ako hudobna sien pre organové koncer-
ty. Mobiliar zo 70. rokov sa Ciastocne
zachoval. Organ vyrobil narodny podnik
Varhany Krnov v r. 1975. Na zapadnej
stene za organom s viditeIné stopy
Stukovej vyzdoby niky, v ktorej bol
umiestneny oltar kapinky. Mal'ba na
strope Symfénia z r. 1968 pochadza

od Ester Simerovej-Martinéekovej.

Na stenach si dva obrazy s nametom

KONCERTNE SALY, PALACE A GALERIE



Martinekova. Two paintings hang on the
walls with the theme of the Assumption
of Virgin Mary. One of them was painted

by Anton Schmidt in 1762-1763 and was

taken from the demolished Church of the
Blessed Virgin Mary in Kremnica. The
other painting, by an unknown Central-
European painter from 1760-1790,
comes from the Slovak National Gallery
collection. The chapel annually holds
the Bratislava Organ Festival (= p. 85).
The concerts of the Bratislava Goes
Classical series organized by the
Bratislava Tourist Board, aimed at
attracting foreign visitors, have

also met with a positive response
(www.bagoclassical.sk). Concerts also
take place in the courtyard and on the

West Terrace of the Castle (Viva Musica!

festival, Tom Jones and others). D

Nanebovzatia Panny Marie. Prvy je
od Antona Schmidta zr. 1762 - 1763
zo zbldraného kremnického kostola
Blahoslavenej Panny Marie. Druhy od
neznameho stredoeurépskeho ma-
liara zr. 1760 - 1790 je zo zbierok
SNG. V sieni sa kaZdoro¢ne uskutoc-
nuje Bratislavsky organovy festival
(-» s. 85). So zaujmom sa stretli aj
koncerty cyklu Bratislava Goes Clas-
sical v rézZii Bratislava Tourist Board

s cielom pritiahnut aj zahrani¢nych
turistov (www.bagoclassical.sk). Kon-
certy sa konaju aj na nadvori a na
Zapadnej terase hradu (Viva Musica!
festival, Tom Jones ai.). D

& Bratislavsky hrad
Il www.snm.sk
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