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AWoman of Stories

In my imagination, the whole life of Danica Olexova was
built of a great many stories in a great variety of forms which
she’d been intensely absorbing. The person behind the
idea of publishing her photographs and sketches is Juraj
Vontorc¢ik, a graphic designer working for the Pergamen Visual
Communication Studio in Trnava, who, as a constant admirer
of Danica’s photographic work, had suggested it earlier. Later,
there came up an idea to issue a book of 25 stories for the
25 anniversary of the carolling campaign Dobra novina
(Good News) with which Olexova had cooperated for 25 years.
Although the idea was not greenlighted, Danica took her
first tentative steps to write her stories, or, should I say, to
gather material for her book. After all, the great majority of
her stories had already been living in her heart, having been
born during the quarter of a century she spent working for
Dobra novina. Some of her pictures and texts had already
been published, but, in book form, they were supposed to
get a whole new dimension.

Danica submitted the first set of her photographs and
texts a month before she tragically lost her life in an airplane
accident on March 10, 2019. The rest of the pictures and stories
were discovered in her computer and correspondence later.

Since, in some cases, the pictures (and the pictures are
key here) accompanying certain stories weren’t of sufficient
quality, we had to use photographs originally intended for
different texts which Danica couldn’t finish. It was sometimes
problematic to identify the subject matter of some pictures,
the time and names of people in them remain unknown.
If you recognize them, feel free to let us know, we will gladly
add the information to the second impression of the book.

We want this book to be published in Danica’s memory,
to commemorate her extraordinary talent, creativity and art
of striking up unique friendships and genuine relations with
people. We are thankful for the opportunity to have been
part of her life-story.

Martina Grochdlovd, editor
Baboon - Danica Olexova Foundation

Danica Olexovéa and Simon Kasirivu, who is in charge of a workshop
at the Providence Home in the town of Nkokonjeru, Uganda, where
the Little Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi take care of disabled children
and adults. Photo: Jozef Magda, Nkokonjeru, Uganda, 2018

m






