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Preface

he history of Mercedes-Benz, the

oldest carmaker in the world, is
closely connected to Bohemia, Moravia,
and Silesia on many levels. Several
of our countrymen ranked among
the technical directors and notable
designers of the company, including Josef
Brauner of Letovice, Ferdinand Porsche
of Vratislavice nad Nisou, and Hans
Nibel, the son of the manager of a paper
manufacturer in Olsany. Compelling
evidence of the extraordinary qualities
of the cars produced in Stuttgart was
also provided by skillful racers under
the leadership of Alfred Neubauer, the
Rennleiter and former test driver and
racer of the development department.
This formidable “man of a thousand
tricks” was born on the territory of today’s
Czech Republic, namely in Novy Ji¢in.

The cars produced in Gottlieb Daimler’s
factory got their Spanish name Mercédés
from a man who played a key role in the
conceptual development of the company
and its overseas expansion in the late
19th century: Emil Jellinek. The roots
of his family can be traced back to the
regions of Kolin and Uhersky Brod, and
the inhabitants of Cerveny Kostelec long
remembered the speed-racing act that
the hyperactive teenager performed with
a steam locomotive.

The first car with a combustion engine,
the Benz Victoria, was supplied to the
Czech Lands shortly before the Christmas
of 1893. The following summer, its proud
owner Theodor von Licbieg decided
to set out on what was apparently the
first real long-distance ride in motoring
history: from Liberec he went to Reims
via Mannhein and then back. The good

name of the company was also spread

by its Prague representative, the banker
Gustav Meyer, who later became better
known as a writer under the pseudonym
Meyrink.

Moreover, the cooperation between the
company with the three-pointed star logo
and Czech subcontractors has a tradition
going back over a century. For example,
the company Poldi based in Kladno
supplied leaf springs and crankshafts,
which proved to be useful even in special
racing cars, as attested in contemporary
testimonials signed by the technical
directors of Mercedes and Benz: Paul
Daimler, Ferdinand Porsche, and Hans
Nibel. In 1911, the high-quality steel
from Poldi withstood even the extreme
load of the mechanical parts in the Blitzen
Benz car, which held the top-speed record
of 211.98 kilometres per hour then.
Nowadays, the production of Mercedes-
Benz relies on, among other companies,
EvoBus in HolySov near Pilsen, or the

technological ~development team in
the Prague branch of the international
company MBtech Group.

The top-quality cars from Stuttgart or
Mannheim have traditionally attracted
the leading personalities of the Czech
cultural, economic and political spheres
including, for example, the violin virtuosi
V4sa Piithoda and Josef Suk, the noble
family of Schwarzenberg, the banker
Cen¢k Junek, the textile tycoons from
the Low-Beer family, and Viclav Havel,
whose family have used Mercedes-Benz
cars for three generations.

The successes at the racetracks of
Zbraslav-Jilovisté, Masaryk  Circuit,
and at other events have gone down in
Czechoslovakian history. In the following
years, unforctunately, the good reputation

of the Mercedes-Benz brand was soiled
and took on negative connotations of
being linked to the Nazi occupation and
the postwar political development of the
country, which was very hostile to any
symbols of “Western imperialism”. But
of greater importance is the enthusiasm
and dedication of members of the various
Mercedes-Benz clubs which have brought
together fans and supporters of the
oldest carmaker in the world for more
than half a century. These people have
received moral and material support from
Stuttgart no matter how the Iron Curtain
divided Europe.

Mercedes-Benz began to be
distributed in the former Czechoslovakia
shortly after the events of November
1989. In 1995, the company Mercedes-
Benz Ceski republika as a wholly-owned
subsidiary of Stuttgarts Daimler-Benz
the exclusive importer of
Mercedes-Benz vehicles.

We have decided to demonstrate the
exciting evolution of the oldest carmaker
in the world by presenting some three
dozens of stories behind notable historical
vehicles that have survived in the Czech
Republic. While there is a wide range
of attractive cars in Czech ownership,
we have selected vehicles mainly from
the two most renowned collections for
the purposes of this publication. These
are the National Technical Museum in
Prague, and the Alois Samohyl Museum
in Zlin. The former is owned by the state
and the lacter is in private hands.

cars

became

We wish all Mercedes-Benz supporters
and people interested in motoring history
pleasant reading.

The Authors



Uvodem

istorie nejstarsiho vyrobce automo-

bilt svéta, znacky Mercedes-Benz,
je velmi Uzce a mnohovrstevnaté spojena
s Cechami, Moravou i Slezskem.

Vidyt z fad nasich krajana se rekruto-
vali nejen vyrazni konstruktéfi a technictf
feditelé spole¢nosti od Josefa Braunera
z Letovic pies roddka z Vratislavic nad
Nisou Ferdinanda Porsche po Hanse
Nibela, syna feditele olsanskych papiren.
Presvédcivé dikazy mimofddnych kvalit
stuttgartské  produkce poddvali mistfi
volantu pod vedenim ,Rennleitera®
a byvalého zkusebniho jezdce vyvojového
oddéleni i zdvodnika Alfreda Neubaue-
ra. Tento nepfehlédnutelny ,Muz tisice
triki se narodil na tzemf{ dne$ni Ceské
republiky, v Novém Ji¢iné.

Spanélské jméno Mercédés dal auto-
mobilim z tovdrny Gottlieba Daimlera
do vinku muz, ktery sehrdl na pfelomu
19. a 20. stoleti bez nadsizky kli¢ovou
roli v koncepénim sméfovdni znacky i jeji
expanzi na zahrani¢ni trhy, véetné zdmoi-
skych: Emil Jellinek. Kofeny jeho rodu sa-
haji do pady Kolinska i Uherskobrodska,
v Cerveném Kostelci mistn{ dlouho vzpo-
minali na rychlostn{ exhibici hyperaktivni-
ho teenagera s parni lokomotivou.

Prvni automobil se spalovacim mo-
torem, Benz Victoria, k ndm byl doddn
krdtce pfed vdno¢nimi svitky roku 1893.
Hned nésledujiciho 1éta se jeho hrdy ma-
jitel, baron Theodor von Liebieg, rozhodl
podniknout zfejmé prvni skutecné dalko-
vou jizdu v déjindch motorismu: z Liberce
pies Mannheim do Remese a zpét. Dobré
jméno znacky $ifil také jeji prazsky zdstup-
ce bankéi Gustav Meyer, pozdéji zndméjsi
jako spisovatel pod pseudonymem Mey-
rink.

Také tradice spoluprice podniku s tfi-
cipou hvézdou ve znaku s tuzemskymi

subdodavately m4 vice nez stoletou tradici.
Spole¢nost Poldi se sidlem na Kladné do-
ddvala listovd pera i klikové hiidele, které se
— jak svéd¢i dobovd dobrozddni podepsand
technickymi fediteli znatek Mercedes
i Benz Paulem Daimlerem, Ferdinandem
Porsche ¢i Hansem Nibelem — osvéddila
mimo jiné v zévodnich specidlech. Kvalitni
ocel z Poldi v roce 1911 odolala i extrém-
nimu namdhdni mechanismu vozu Blitzen
Benz, drzitele pozemniho rychlostniho
rekordu: 211,98km/h. V soucasné dobé
se vyrobni zdkladna Mercedes-Benz opird
mimo jiné o zdvod EvoBus v Holysov¢ na
Plzensku nebo technicky vyvoj v prazské
pobodce mezindrodni{ spole¢nosti MBtech
Group.

Kvalitni automobily ze Stuttgartu &
Mannheimu tradi¢né¢ oslovuji  pfedni
osobnosti ¢eského kulturniho, hospodii-
ského i politického zivota — od houslovych
virtuoztt Vasi Piihody ¢&i Josefa Suka pfes
knizeci rod Schwarzenbergti, bankéfe
Ceika Junka nebo textiln{ velkopodnika-
tele z rodiny Low-Beerti po Véclava Havla,
jehoZ rodina pouzivala automobily s tici-
pou hvézdou po tii generace.

Zlatym pismem se do tehdy ¢eskosloven-
ské historie zapsaly Gspéchy na zdvodnich
tratich ~ Zbraslav-Jilovist¢, Masarykova
okruhu a fady dal$ich akci. Vysoké renomé
produkce znacky Mercedes-Benz v nésle-
dujicich letech bohuzel utrpélo negativni-
mi konotacemi, spojenymi s nacistickou
okupaci zemé a povédlecnym politickym
vyvojem, ktery symbolim ,zdpadniho
imperialismu® rozhodné nepfdl. O to
vyznamndjsi je nadSeni a obétavost ¢lent
Mercedes-Benz klubt, sdruzujicich jiz pres
pul stoleti piiznivce nejstarsi automobilové
znacky svéta. Jiz v dobdch, kdy Evropu roz-
délila zeleznd opona, se jim ze Stuttgartu
dostdvalo mordln{ i materidlni podpory.

Krétce po listopadu 1989 zahdjilo na
Gizem{ tehdejitho Ceskoslovenska ¢innost
generdln{ zastoupeni, od roku 1995 pak
vyhradni dovozce Mercedes-Benz Ces-
kd republika jako stoprocentni dcefind
spole¢nost stuttgartského koncernu Dai-
mler-Benz.

Pestry vyvoj nejstar$i automobilky svéta
jsme se rozhodli demonstrovat mimo
jiné na piibézich tff tuctd vyznamnych
historickych automobilt, dochovanych
na nafem Uzemi. Z nesmirné Sirokého
spekera atraktivnich vozidel ze sbirek ces-
kych majitelt jsme pro Glely predkléddané
publikace vybirali pfedev$im z expondtd
nejvyznamnéjsi stdtni a soukromé sbir-
ky, tedy Ndrodniho technického muzea
v Praze a Muzea Aloise Samohyla ve
Zliné.

Piejeme piizniveim znacky Mercedes-
-Benz i zdjemcim o historii motorismu
piijemné chvile strivené nad ndsledujicimi
stranami.

Autori

19.9.1935




History of the Daimler,
Benz and Mercedes-Benz brands
in a broader context (1885-2015)

A company has made a huge leap over more than 130 years
since the introduction of the first petrol-powered vehicles
by Daimler and a tricycle designed by Benz

o ‘h" 7 A
Ty
? ' ’ﬁ_ s '*-\\"h

*i‘ﬁv’ \'

'r
\?r' '-.--i.-..:.m .I




Vyvoj znacek Daimler,
Benz a Mercedes-Benz

v sirsich souvislostech (1885-2015)

Automobilka zalozend Daimlerem a Benzem urazila
za vice nez 130 let od pfedstaveni prvnich vozidel
s benzinovym motorem obrovsky kus cesty




HISTORY OF THE DAIMLER, BENZ AND MERCEDES-BENZ BRANDS IN A BROADER CONTEXT (1885-2015)

Ke spojeni dvou nejstarSich automobilovych znaek v Mercedes-Benz doSlo po vice nez 40 letech
jejich existence

The merger of two of the oldest car manufacturing brands in Mercedes-Benz was done after more
than 40 years of their existence

12

A car with a petrol engine, viable for
practical use, has been here already
since 1885. The credit for its creation goes
to Carl Friedrich Benz, from Mannheim,
and to Gottlieb Wilhelm Daimler, who
worked in the Cannstatt spa not a hundred
kilometers away, in the incriminated years
1885/1886. The merger between their
car-making businesses in 1926 created
a company with one of the most valued
trademarks in the world today: Mercedes-
Benz. As Forbes magazine estimates, this
brand is ranked 17th on the global ladder,
currently led by Apple, with the value of
Mercedes-Benz amounting to USD 23.8
billion.

A number of publications exist in the
languages of the world as well as in Czech,
that summarize the general history of the
oldest car brand in the world. We have de-
cided to demonstrate the technological de-
velopment of the company and the history
of its most well-known model lines in the
last chapter by using the example of three
dozen specific cars, preserved in the most
important car collection in the Czech Re-
public, namely the National Technical Mu-
seum in Prague, and the private collection
of the Alois Samohyl Museum in Zlin.

Therefore, the chapters below will
only present aselection and certainly
a subjective recap of the last 13 decades,
with special attention paid to external
conditions in which the automaker evolved
from a manual power shop into a world-
class corporation. No company is an island;
major changes in society often significantly
stimulated or interrupted the activities of
creative and active designers, racers, traders,
and managers. Let us now look at the
period 1885-1945. It was in this era that
personalities with roots on Czech soil made
a great contribute to social development.



VYVOJ ZNACEK DAIMLER, BENZ A MERCEDES-BENZ V SIRSICH SOUVISLOSTECH (1885-2015)

Provozuschopn)? automobil s benzi-
novym motorem je na svété jiz od
roku 1885. Za jeho tviirce byvaji pova-
zovani predev§im Carl Friedrich Benz
z Mannheimu a Gottlieb Wilhelm Dai-
mler, psobici v inkriminovanych letech
1885/86 v sotva 100 kilometrtt vzddle-
nych ldznich Cannstatt. Spojenim jimi
zalozenych automobilek vznikla roku
1926 firma, disponujici jednou z nej-
cennéjich ochrannych zndmek soucas-
ného svéta: Mercedes-Benz. Ta se podle
odhadu publikovaného v listopadu 2014
magazinem Forbes hodnotou 23,8 mili-
ard dolart fadi na 17. misto globélniho
zebficku, aktudlné vedeného spole¢nos-
tf Apple.

Ve svétovych jazycich stejné jako v &es-
tiné existuje celd fada publikaci, rekapi-
tulujicich obecnou historii nejstarsi auto-
mobilky svéta. Technologicky vyvoj spo-
le¢nosti a historii jejich nejvyznamnéjsich
modelovych fad jsme se rozhodli demon-
strovat v poslednim oddilu publikace na
piikladu tff desitek konkrétnich vozidel,
dochovanych na Gzemi Ceské republiky
v nejvyznamnéjsi statni sbirce automobi-
It (N4rodni technické muzeum v Praze)
a soukromé kolekci Muzea Aloise Samo-
hyla ve Zliné.

V nésledujicich pasizich proto pfindsime
pouze vybérovou, nesporné subjektivné po-
jatou rekapitulaci uplynulych tiindcti dekdd
— se zvldstnim zfetelem k vné&jsim podmin-
kdm, v nichZ se automobilka vyvijela od ru-
kodélné dilny ke svétovému koncernu. Ni-
kdo totiz nenf ostrov nezdvisly na okolnim
svéé a zdsadni spolecenské zmény leckdy
zdsadnim zptisobem stimulovaly ¢i naopak
zmrazily ¢innost ¢inorodych konstrukeért,
zavodnikd, obchodnikid a manaZert. Zaro-
veil vénujeme pozornost pfedev$im obdobf
1885-1945. Pravé v oné éfe se totiz o roz-

(saanaaanRenLanInIn
S >

LenoirGv vodikovy Hippomobile projel v roce 1863 trat dlouhou 18 km za 1,5 hodiny
Lenoir”s hydrogen powered ,Hippomobile“ managed to drive the 18-kilometre-track in 90 minutes

voj spole¢nosti zvld$té vyznamné zaslouzily
osobnosti s kofeny v &eské pudé.

Pfedchidci

Zv1asté v soucasné dobé, kdy z ekologic-
kych a ¢dsteéné téZ geopolitickych, stra-
tegickych davoda stoupd zdjem o plynnd
alternativni paliva, jako je stla¢eny zemni
plyn (CNG) ¢i vodik (H,), se nad vyzna-
mem prvenstvi pidnt Daimlera a Benze
vzndsi podstatnd vyhrada. Jisté, prévé oni
pted 130 lety prosadili dodnes prevlddaji-
cf kapalnd paliva v ¢ele s benzinem - jen-
ze plynové automobily jezdily uz o desit-
ky let dfive.

Pomineme-li vyndlez Svycara Francoi-
se Isaaka de Rivaze z roku 1807, schopny
jednordzového ,proskoceni® sténou vynd-
lezcovy kilny, ale nejspiSe nikoli plynu-
1¢ jizdy, mizeme postoupit do léca 1859.

Tehdy se mél ddt vlastni silou do pohy-
bu vodikem plnény jednovilec v titkolo-
vém podvozku. Sestrojil jej Belgic¢an Jean
Joseph Etienne Lenoir. Jenze extrémné
hlu¢ny, neefektivni a prehfivajici se vo-
dou chlazeny dvoj¢inny motor, adaptova-
ny z parostroje, neobstdl v mobilnich ani
staciondrnich aplikacich.

V roce 1862 ¢i 1863 — tedy skoro Ctvrt
stolet! pfed Daimlerem a Benzem — uz
Lenoir testoval podstatné zdafilejsi ttikol-
ku jménem ,Hippomobile®, jejiz dvou-
doby jednovélec spaloval vyhfevnéjsi vo-
dik, dnesnim pohledem palivo budouc-
nosti. Pfiblizné 18 kilometrt dlouhou
zkudebni trat z Pafize do Joinville-le-Pont
projel za ,,pitldrubhé hodiny tam a rolikéz
zpét. Viiz byl tézky, motor 0 1,5 k mél toli-
ko 100 obrdtek v minuté, a dosti tézky se-
trvalnik, “ vzpominal sdm Lenoir. Belgi-
¢an se tak stal prvnim dspé$nym produ-
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Gottlieb Daimler se vyucil puskafem a ve Stuttgartu pozdéji vystudoval strojafinu
Gottlieb Daimler completed his apprenticeship as a gunsmith and studied mechanical engineering in Stuttgart

Predecessors

A great reservation applies today, during
times of growing interest in gas and
alternative fuels such as compressed
natural gas (CNG) and hydrogen (H,) for
environmental but also partly geopolitical
and strategic reasons, to the significance of
the primacy of Messrs. Daimler and Benz.
Certainly, it was them who established
liquid fuel with gasoline as the most-
widely used fuel to this day, but gas-fueled
cars were in operation already many
decades before.

If we ignore the invention of the Swiss
Frangois Isaak de Rivaz of 1807, which
could only crash through the wall of the
inventor’s barn rather than offer a smooth
ride, we can move on to the summer of
1859. At that time a hydrogen-powered
single-cylinder engine on a three-wheel
chassis was intended to move on its own. It
was assembled by the Belgian Jean Joseph
Etienne Lenoir. However, the extremely
noisy, inefficient, and overheating water-
cooled double-acting engine, adapted from
a steam engine, could not compete cither
in mobile or in stationary applications.

14

In 1862 or 1863 — i.e. almost a quarter
of a century before Daimler and Benz —
Lenoir was already testing a much better-
made tricycle called the “Hippomobile”.
Its  two-stroke single-cylinder engine
burned hydrogen, which offered higher
heating power and is currently considered
to be the fuel of the future. The tricycle
managed to drive the 18-kilometre-long
test track from Paris to Joinville-le-Pont
there and back in 90 minutes. As Lenoir
remembered, the vehicle was heavy, the
1.5-litre engine rotated at a rate as high
as 100 rpm, and the flywheel was also
quite heavy. The Belgian became the first
successful manufacturer of combustion
engines, acquired French citizenship and
“Légion d’honneur”, though not for his
merits in the motor industry, but his
patents in the field of telegraphy.

Lenoir made about 500 two-stroke
fuel units without the compression phase,
which had been well-known and patented
for 50 years, but found an application only
in the 1860s. His know-how also reached Ger-
many. Furthermore, a four-stroke working
cycle with a compression phase already
existed, leading to a significant increase in

operating efficiency. The respective patents
of Christian Reithmann and Alphons
Beau de Rochas were taken to a phase
of practical usability by Nikolaus August
Otto in the 1870s.

His patent for a four-stroke engine with
a compression phase was however not ac-
cepted by German courts in 1876 to the
full extent, so the edge called “compression”
became a technology that could be freely
spread. Otto’s principle was surprisingly
adopted to a disproportionally larger scale
than the more efficient solution, only six
years younger, of James Atchinson where
the suction phase displacement signifi-
cantly differs from the expansion phase.

Incidentally, before Otto the American
George Baily Brayton had come to
an utterly peculiar solution with de-
facto supercharging (the compression
phase took place in aseparate cylinder
coupled with the combustion space) and
injection of liquid fuel taken by the air
flow. Stationary engines with commercial
success followed this patent from the year
1874, which can be historically proven.
One such engine was used to propel the
Fienian Ram submarine (1881).
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DAIMLER = CANNSTATT

,Stojaci hodiny“ (1884): Ctyidoby benzinovy jednovalec Daimler, 264 cm?/ 1 k, 60kg
A “Grandfather Clock“ (1884): The four-stroke petrol engine by Daimler, 264 cc / 1 hp, 60kg

centem spalovacich motort, ziskal fran-
couzské obéanstvi i Rdd Cestné legie — ne
vsak za zdsluhy o motorismus, nybrz pro
své patenty v oboru telegrafie.

Lenoir vyrobil asi 500 kusa dvoudo-
bych pohonnych jednotek bez kompres-
ni fize, kterd uz sice byla zndmd a pa-
tentovand pres padesdt let, ale uplatni-
la se a7z v sedmé dekddé 19. stoleti. Je-
ho know-how proniklo i do Némecka.
Navic byl jiz na svéeé ¢ryfdoby pracovni
cyklus s kompresni fézi, podstatné zvysu-
jici efektivitu provozu. Pfislusné patenty
Christiana Reithmanna a Alphonse Beau-
dea Rochase dovedl v 70. letech pfedmi-
nulého stoleti do féze prakrické pouzitel-
nosti Nikolaus August Otto.

Jeho patent na ¢tytdoby motor s kom-
presni fizi v§ak némecké soudy roku 1876
neuznaly v plném rozsahu, a tak se vyhoda
zvand komprese stala volné $ifenou tech-
nologii. Ottt princip se kupodivu uplat-
nil v nepomérné vétsim méfitku nez jen
o Sest let mladsi efektivnéjsi feSeni Jamese
Atchinsona, u n¢hoz se zdvihovy objem fé-
ze sani vyrazné lisf od fize expanze.

Mimochodem je$té pfed Ottou se
Ameri¢an George Baily Brayton dopra-

coval zcela svérdzného fefeni s de facto
ptepliovanim (kompresni fize se ode-
hrévala v samostatném vilci, spojeném
se spalovacim prostorem) a vstiikovdnim
kapalného paliva, strhdvaného proudem
vzduchu. Na pfislusny historicky dolo-
zitelny patent z roku 1874 navézaly ko-
mer¢né Uspésné staciondrni motory. Je-
den pohdnél avantgardni ponorku Fie-
nian Ram (1881).

Daimler

Ottovym spole¢nikem byl také jisty Gott-
lieb Wilhelm Daimler (1834-1900), syn
hostinského a pekafe ze Schorndorfu, le-
ziciho asi 26 km vychodné od Stuttgartu.
Gottlieb se vyulil puskafem a ve Stutt-
gartu vystudoval strojafinu. Coby kon-
strukeér vysttidal nékolik zaméstnavateld,
v roce 1866 se na jedné ze ,$taci“ setkal se
svym budoucim hlavnim spolupracovni-
kem Wilhelmem Maybachem. O $est let
pozdéji uz Daimler u tovdrny na plynové
motory Deutz pfevzal od Otty vedeni di-
len a spole¢né s Maybachem se soustfedili
na tGpravu Ottovych ¢tyfdobych motort
do podoby zpusobilé k sériové vyrobé.

Ban- bogw Palrplonm-Erafimanehinn

B Fae

M 34006,

Ve dvaaosmdesdtém roce se vsak Daimler
rozhodl osamostatnit a v Cannstattu, pfes-
n&ji ve skleniku tamniho ldzenského par-
ku, se s vérnym spole¢nikem Maybachem
pustili do vyvoje rychlobé&Zného spalovaci-
ho motoru, pouzitelného i v lodich a ,ko-
Cérech bez koni®. Prvni ¢tyfdoby jednovi-
lec znacky Daimler, zkonstruovany v roce
1883, bézel na kapalné palivo — benzin. Za-
palovan{ obstarala platinovd trubicka v hla-
vé valce, zvendi rozzhavend otevienym pla-
menem. Jen 60kg tézky jednovélec o ob-
jemu 264 cm® dosahoval pfi nevidanych
650/min vykonu 1 koriské sily. Daimler
novince pro jeji vzhled ptezdival ,Stojaci
hodiny* (Standuhr) a 3. dubna 1885 na ni
obdrzel f{$sky patent &islo 34926.

Prvnim vozidlem, které se jesté téhoz
roku povedlo uvést do pohybu, byl dfe-
vény pfedchidce motocyklu s koly ,,obu-
tymi“ do kovovych obruéi. Dvoustup-
flovd femenovd transmise — pievodov-
ka — umoznovala dosdhnout rychlosti az
12km/h. Dne 10. listopadu 1885 pod-
nikl Daimlertiv syn Paul dvandctikilo-
metrovou jizdu z Cannstattu do Unter-
tiirkheimu a zpée. Origindl motocyklu
viak padl v roce 1903 za obét poziru

15



HISTORY OF THE DAIMLER, BENZ AND MERCEDES-BENZ BRANDS IN A BROADER CONTEXT (1885-2015)

Prvni vozidlo — motocykl — z roku 1885 a slavny sklenik lazni v Cannstattu, kde Gottlieb Daimler

zacinal podnikat

The famous motorcycle from 1885 and the greenhouse of the Cannstatt spa, where Gottlieb Daimler

started his business

Hvézdy stuttgartského muzea: prvni automobily Daimler a Benz
The stars of the Stuttgart-based museum: the first cars by Daimler and Benz

Daimler

Otto had a partner: Gottlieb Wilhelm
Daimler (1834-1900). Daimler
the son of an innkeeper and baker from
Schorndorf, a municipality lying approxi-
mately 26 kilometres to the east of Stutt-
gart. Gottlieb completed his apprentice-
ship as a gunsmith and studied mechanical
engineering in Stuttgart. As a designer he

was
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worked for many different employers and
in one of his positions in 1866 he met his
main future partner Wilhelm Maybach.
Six years later, Daimler took over the shop
management from Otto at the Deutz gas
engine factory and, together with May-
bach, concentrated on bringing Otto’s
four-stroke engines into a form ready for
serial production. In 1882 however Daim-
ler decided to go it alone and together with

his loyal partner Maybach they launched
the development of a fast-running com-
bustion engine, also suitable for ships and
“horseless carriages” in Cannstatt or, to be
precise, in the greenhouse of alocal spa
park. The first four-stroke single-cylinder
engine of the Daimler brand, constructed
in 1883, ran on liquid fuel, namely
gasoline. Ignition was ensured by a small
platinum tube in the cylinder head, made
incandescent from the outside by an
open flame. This single-cylinder engine,
weighing only 60 kg and with a capacity
of 264 cc, reached one horsepower at an
unprecedented 650 rpm. Daimler called
his innovation a “hall clock” (Standuhr)
due to its distinctive appearance and on
April 3, 1885 he received German patent
No. 34926 for it. The first vehicle which
he managed to put into operation in
the same year was a wooden predecessor
of a motorbike with wheels “shoed” in
metal tires. Its two-speed belt transmission
allowed speeds up to 12 km/h. On No-
vember 10, 1885 Daimler’s son Paul took
a 12-kilometre drive from Cannstatt to
Untertiirkheim and back. Unfortunately,
the motorbike original was destroyed in
a fire in 1903, so it can now only be seen
as a so-called repeated production (replica)
based on the original preserved documen-
tation.

Daimler, the entrepreneur, saw a much
greater business potential in ship engines
and started by integrating engine units
into the chassis of four-wheel coaches only
in October 1886. This was clearly a direct
response to the first tricycles of Carl Benz.

Expansion abroad was made possible for
Daimler by the experienced representa-
tive of Deutz, the lawyer Edouard Sarazin
from Paris. He licensed engine production
based on Daimler’s patents for Panhard &
Levassor. When he lay dying, Emile Levas-
sor paid a visit to him and he met Sarazin’s
wife Louise. Madame Louise took over
Daimler’s representation and in 1890
she married Levassor. Daimler engines
made in their shops also found their way
into Peugeot cars and made their German
inventor famous through numerous victo-
ries in challenging competitions and great
commercial success. Daimler invested his
high income from France into develop-
ment and production in Germany.
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Madam Louise Sarazinova prevzala Daimlerovo
zastupovani ve Francii

Madame Louise Sarazin took over Daimler’'s
representation for France

a k vidéni je tak pouze vysledek takzvané
opakované stavby (replika) podle docho-
vané ptvodni dokumentace.

Podnikatel Daimler vycitil vétsi ob-
chodni potencidl v lodnich motorech
a k vestavbé pohonné jednotky do pod-
vozku étytkolového kocdru se dostal az
v fjnu 1886. Ztejmé §lo o piimou reakci
na prvni titkolky Carla Benze.

Expanzi do zahrani¢i Daimlerovi
umoznil zkuseny pafizsky zdstupce Deu-
tze, pravnik Edouard Sarazin. Ten realiza-
ci motoru dle Daimlerovych patenti za-
dal firmé Panhard & Levassor. Kdyz umi-
ral, Emile Levassor jej navstivil a sezndmil
se se Sarazinovou Zenou Louise. Madam
pfevzala Daimlerovo zastupovdni a v ro-
ce 1890 se za Levassora vdala. Daimlero-
vy motory z jejich dilen pronikly i do au-
tomobilt znacky Peugeot, proslavily né-
meckého vyndlezce vitézstvimi v fadé né-
ro¢nych zdvodu a také komer¢nimi dGspé-
chy. Nemalé piijmy, plynouci z Francie
z patentll, Daimler investoval do vyvoje
a vyroby v Némecku.

Skute¢né modernim dopravnim pro-
sttedkem se stal az jeho ,Ocelovy viz*,
Stahlradwagen,  vyvijeny  Wilhelmem
Maybachem takfka tfi roky a pfedstaveny

Dlouhou tradici maji také uZitkova vozidla a aviatické aplikace (zde gondola vzducholodé)
There is a long tradition of utility vehicles and aviation applications including airships

na Svétové vystavé v Paiizi 1889. Vykonu
1,5 k odpovidala rychlost 18 km/h. V té
dobé uz byl na svété ndkladni automobil
s vidlicovym dvouvélcem (1888) a lehké
vykonné Daimlerovy motory se uplatnily
také ve stavbé vzducholodi. Tato tradice
pokracovala az do sklonku éry zeppelint
ve druhé poloviné 30. let.

Jenze nékladny vyvoj spolu s malym po-
¢tem prodanych vozidel a motord vyustil
ve finanéni potize, vedouci roku 1890
k ustaveni Daimler Motoren Gesellschaft
a ptizvani spole¢tnikis Duttendorfa s Lo-

renzem. Tovdrna s ro¢n{ kapacitou 400
motorl byla totiz prvni &tyfi roky vyti-
zena jen asi na 25 procent a generovala
ztrdtu. Automobily zlistdvaly na okraji z4-
jmu, otdzkou pfeziti byl aspéch lodnich
motortl. Nechybélo mnoho a Daimlerem
zalozend automobilka doplatila na epide-
mii cholery, kterd v stpnu 1892 dolehla
na oblast Hamburku — hlavni odbyrtisté
lodnich motor.

Razantni dsporné skrty se negativné od-
razily v poctu i kvalit¢ konstruktéru, stej-
né jako ndristu reklamaci na netinosnych
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Velkorysy vyrobni sortiment z roku 1896: motory Daimler na sousi, vodé i ve vzduchu
The generous offer from 1896: engines by Daimler on land, on the sea and in the air

It was only his “steel wheel car” (Stahl-
radwagen), which Wilhelm Maybach had
developed for almost three years and intro-
duced at the 1889 Paris show, that became
a truly modern transportation vehicle. Its
1.5 horsepower corresponded to a speed of
18 km/h. At that time a truck with a two-
cylinder engine already existed (1888) and
the light and powerful engines of Daimler
found use also in airship building. This
tradition continued until the end of the
Zeppelin era in the late 1930s.

The problem was that the expensive
development along with low vehicle and
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engine sales resulted in financial difficul-
ties, leading to the establishment of the
Daimler-Motoren-Gesellschaft  company
and the bringing in of partners Dutten-
dorf and Lorenz. During the first four
years the factory with an annual capacity
of 400 engines was producing only about
25% of that capacity and was making
a loss. Automobiles were still a niche in-
terest and the business was surviving only
thanks to their success with ship engines.
Daimler’s car-making business also came
very close to demise due to a cholera epi-
demic which broke out in the Hamburg

area, the primary ship engine market, in
August 1892.

Drastic cuts showed negatively in the
number and quality of designers as well
as in the growing number of claims that
reached an intolerable 21%. Gottlieb
Daimler therefore decided in 1893,
after the debut of Maybach’s inline two-
-cylinder engine that had been so ignored
by the rest of the company management,
to depart with his partners on bad terms.
He was back within two years thanks
to support from a British representative
named Simms, the co-founder of the
local Daimler car maker, today owned by
Tata. Also the talented designer Maybach
returned together with Daimler. The
company celebrated their return with the
production of their 1000th engine.

Car production rose sharply from
24 units in 1895 to 57 in 1898, and to
more than 100 increasingly sophisticated
vehicles over the next two years. These
were the hectic years in which Emil
Jellinek, an extremely successful business
representative and promoter of the
brand, played an important role. We will
talk about him later. Frequent disputes
with business partners and attacks by
competitors as well as different greedy
financiers undermined Daimler’s health
and this “founding father” died on
March 6, 1900 without ever meeting Carl
Benz in person. The family sold their 25%
share in DMG later as they came under
pressure from the partners, retaining only
a handful of shares. The family had no say
in the further development of the company
and its merger with Benz & Cie.

It was only shortly after Daimler’s death
that the development of a large industrial
complex in Untertiirkheim with an affili-
ate plant in Berlin Marienfelde started. Its
primary focus was ship engines, and later
trucks as well. The primary product range
of DMG remained lucrative rail vehicles
at the start of the 20th century to track
motor cars to motor cars. Besides Euro-
pean railways, the buyers also included
the American company Great Western
Railways.

The “Mercedes” identification, which
had been introduced by Jellinek, became
a protected trademark in 1902. The three-
pointed star logo followed seven years later
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Prikaz vystavovatele na Svétové vystavé v Chicagu roku 1893 — a dalsi vyvojovy stuperi: dvouvalcovy motor
Exhibitor” s pass for the 1893 World Expo in Chicago, USA — and the further step in development: a two-cylinder engine

21 procent. Gottlieb Daimler se tak v ro-
ce 1893, po zbytkem vedeni firmy igno-
rovaném debutu Maybachova fadového
dvouvdlce, se spole¢niky ve zlém roze-
Sel. Do dvou let byl zpét diky podpofe ze
strany britského zdstupce Simmse, spolu-
zakladatele tamn{ automobilky Daimler,
dnes vlastnéné indickou spole¢nosti Ta-
ta. S Daimlerem se vrédl také talentova-
ny konstruktér Maybach. Névrat oslavili
vyrobenim tisiciho motoru.

Produkce automobilii prudce vzrostla
z 24 kust (1895) na 57 v roce 1898 a vice
nez 100 ¢im ddl sloZitéjsich vozidel v ndsle-
dujicich dvou letech. Slo o hektické obdo-
bi, spojené s piisobenim velmi dspésného
obchodniho zéstupce znacky a jejiho pro-
pagdtora Emila Jellinka, jemuZ vénujeme
samostatnou kapitolu. Jenze ¢asté spory se
spole¢niky v podnikdni a dtoky ze strany
konkurence i raznych finan¢nich Zralo-
ki podlomily Daimlerovo zdravi a ,otec
zakladatel” 6. bfezna 1900 zemfel — aniz
by se kdy osobné sedel s Carlem Benzem.
Cuvrtinovy majetkovy podil DMG poz-
déji rodina pod ndtlakem spole¢niki od-
prodala, ponechala si jen nékolik akcif a na
dalsi vyvoj firmy ani spojeni se spole¢nos-
ti Benz & Cie. jiz neméla vliv.

Krdtce po Daimlerové smrti zacalo bu-
dovéni velkého pramyslového komplexu
v Untertiirkheimu, doplnéného o po-
boc¢ny zdvod v Berliné-Marienfelde. Ten

Moderni automobily DMG zacaly byt nabizeny pod zvuénym jménem Mercedes
The modern cars by DMG started to be offered under the resonant name Mercedes
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Era Mercedesu zapo&ala pod novym vedenim spole¢nosti, v némz zased! i Paul Daimler (druhy zleva)
The Mercedes era came to life under a new management, including Paul Daimler (second from left)

and would appear on DMG engines in the
air, on land, and on the sea.

After the dawn of the “Mercedes era”
(1900/1901), another successful design
followed, the Mercedes Simplex (1902).
It generated dozens of fixed orders, so
the company’s turnover was growing
considerably. At this time Daimlers
sons held positions, with Paul being the
de-facto chief designer (though he still
reported to Maybach on the formal level)
and Adolf the vice-president of the board.
In 1905 DMG employed already 3,510
people making 863 cars.

20

Besides serial production, prototypes are
also something worth mentioning. The
Dernburg-type automobile, made in one
piece, with all-wheel drive and steering
(1907) is one such example. It was ordered
by the German Colonial Administration
and, as the name indicates, its name re-
fers to the state secretary Bernard Dern-
burg who drove many kilometres across
South-West Africa, today Namibia, in this
unusual prototype. This almost 5-metre-
long car carrying six persons had a chassis
with the traditional ladder frame with
a clearance of 320 mm (!) and a weight of

approximately 3.6 tons. This four-cylinder
6.8-litre engine rated 35 horsepower could
drive on inclines up to 25% thanks to
its gear arrangement. The steering of all
wheels was the result of trouble in sealing
the mechanism against fine dust and sand.
The encapsulation limited the turning
circle of the front wheels to 23 degrees, so
with a 4-metre wheel base the only option
was to use an axle of the same design on
the rear wheels too. After several thousand
kilometres in the service of the Colonial
Police, all trace of the Dernburg ends in
the turmoil of World War I.

At the close of the peace era, DMG could
dazzle with its technological advancement
and high product quality, but it was lag-
ging behind in production technology and
labor productivity — like other European
car makers — compared to its dynamically
expanding American competitors. In 1913
three workers made only two Mercedes
cars, while at Ford asingle man could
make three (well, more simple) cars in
ayear on his own already five years before
the launch of the production line which,
again, sharply increased labor productivity.
An average worker at DMG would need to
work in 9.5-hour shifts six days a week for
eight years to make enough money of an
open-body Mercedes, so typical for those
times.

The war led to DMG greatly expanding
as it was supplying the army with vehicles
and aircraft engines, so a new production
plant in Sindelfingen had to be built in
1914. Production of the full selection of
passenger cars continued until the autumn
of 1915 and was later reduced to lower-class
cars only, in fact cars designated only for the
army. Following the production of 1,570
passenger cars, a sharp drop to merely 108
units followed (1918). Passenger car pro-
duction had to give way to aircraft and ship
engines. At the end of the war, as working
morale was fading and materials were in
short supply, labor productivity dropped by
more than 50%. It now took 97 hours to
make an engine rated 260 horsepower.

After the crushing defeat of the empire,
the economic and social misery showed in
the results of the DMG company. Until
the war broke out, Germany had been
enjoying 60 years of almost constant
economic growth. This made its fall even
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Produktivita prace v roce 1913:
pfi devitiaptlhodinové pracovni
dobé Sest dni v tydnu dokazali
dva délnici za rok vyrobit
v priiméru tfi mercedesy

In 1913 three workers
were needed to make — in
average — two Mercedes
cars —in a 9.5-hour shifts
six days a week

se zaméfil na lodni motory a pozdéji si
pfibral ndkladni vozidla. Ostatné nosnym
sortimentem DMG zlstdvala na pocdtku
20. stoleti lukrativni kolejovd vozidla od
drezin po motorové vozy. Kromé evrop-
skych drah je nakoupila také americkd
spole¢nost Great Western Railways.

Jellinkem zavedené oznaceni Mercedes
se v roce 1902 stalo ochrannou zndm-
kou, logo s tficipou hvézdou nésledovalo
o sedm let pozdéji a mélo vyjadfovat vse-
strannou vyuzitelnost motora DMG ve
vzduchu, na sousi i na vodé.

Po vstupu do ,éry Mercedes* (1900/
/1901) nésledovala dalsi zdafild konstruk-
ce Mercedes Simplex (1902), kterd vynes-
la desitky pevnych objedndvek, a obrat
tak utéSené nartstal. V téze dobé posilila
pozice Daimlerovych syni Paula (de facto
$éfkonstruktéra, byt stile formdlné pod-
léhajictho W. Maybachovi) a Adolfa co-
by mistopfedsedy predstavenstva. V roce
1905 uz 3510 zaméstnanctt DMG vyro-
bilo 863 automobila.

Kromé sériové produkee stoji za pozor-
nost také prototypy. Napiiklad v jediném
kuse vyrobeny automobil typu Dernburg
s pohonem a dokonce i fizenim vsech kol
(1907). Objednala si jej némeckd koloni-
dlni sprdva, ostatn¢ pojmenovéni odkazu-
je na stdtniho tajemnika Bernharda Dern-

V roce 2006 dal DaimlerChrysler vyrobit model Dernburgu v méfitku 1:4, aby jim pfipomnél
100 let tradice svych osobnich vozi s pohonem vSech kol (4x4)

In 2006 DaimnlerChrysler recreated the Dernburg as a model on a scale 1:4, in order to mark
100 years of all-wheel drive in its passenger cars

burga, ktery s nezvyklym mastodontem
po tehdejsi Némecké jihozdpadni Africe
— dnesni Namibii — najezdil fadu kilome-
tr. Takfka pétimetrovy automobil pro
Sest osob mél podvozek s tradi¢nim zeb-
finovym rdmem o svétlé vySce 320 mm
a vézil asi 3,6 tuny. Ctyfvélec 0 parame-
trech 6,81/ 35 k zvlddal diky odpovida-

jicimu zpfevodovdni stoupdni az 25 %.

Rizeni viech kol vyplynulo z potf#i s utés-
nénim mechanismu proti jemnému pra-
chu a pisku. Zapouzdfeni totiz omezilo
rejd prednich kol na 23 stupné, a tak pii
¢tyfmetrovém rozvoru nezbylo, neZ stejné
konstruovanou ndpravu pouzit také vza-
du. Po nékolika desitkdch tisic kilometrii
ve sluzbdch kolonidlni policie mizi stopa
dernburgu ve viru prvni svétové vélky.
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Po prvni svétové valce v Untertiirkheimu vyrabéli
také psaci stroje

After WWI, the Untertlirkheim plant was also
producing typewriters

more painful. The headquarters of Daim-
ler-Motoren-Gesellschaft moved to Berlin
in 1922, where the company management
was closer to government orders and a rich
private clientele.

It was in Berlin Marienfelde that addi-
tional production of Mercedes bikes started
and the Untertiirkheim plant was also pro-
ducing, among other things, typewriters.

Benz

The enterprise founded by Friedrich Benz
(1844-1929), born in Karlsruhe, consti-
tuted the second branch of the Daimler-
Benz company. His story is complicated,
however. When Friedrich was born, he
bore the surname of his mother Vaillant,
because she married her son’s father, the
locomotive driver Johann George Benz,
only one year after Friedrich was born.
The open platform of alocomotive
proved fatal for Johann George, because
he would stand there in the cold for far
too long and he ultimately died of pneu-
monia. The mother was then serving the
students of machine engineering in Karls-
ruhe, so that Carl could study machine
engineering.

Later, during attempts with combus-
tion engines and “self-moving” tricycles,
Carl Benz received funding from his ex-
tremely creative and active wife Bertha.
It was thanks to her that he could set up
a foundry with a machine shop in 1871
and refocus it on gas engines. The Benz &
Cie. company was founded in 1883 after
the founder’s break with his original part-
ners. The company sold 800 stationary gas
engines during the first four months.

Carl Benz worked his way up to car-
making after eight years of strenuous
work. A two-stroke atmospheric engine,
i.e. an engine without the compression

phase, was the first step. The company’s
own engineering of the differential, spark
plugs, clutch, carburetor, cooling system,
and gear box with leather belts and trans-
missions followed.

The first  petrol-fueled automobile,
which would be named the Benz Patent
Motorwagen No. 1, was a tricycle with
ametal frame, combustion engine, and
electric ignition. It could be seen in the
streets of Mannheim in the summer of
1885. The four-stroke single-cylinder
engine had, according to the account of
Benz, 2/3 horsepower reached at 250 rpm.
This vehicle went down in history on
January 29, 1886 through Imperial Patent
No. 37435.

This introverted pioneer, eternally dis-
satisfied with the imperfections of its crea-
tions, was mocked and hated by the people
around him and hardly ever received the
recognition he deserved. Nonetheless, an
opinion appeared in September 1886 in
the General Mannheim Bulletin saying,
“This vehicle has abright future ... It
might become the least expensive means
of transportation for business travelers and
possibly also tourists.”

The local police had a tense relationship
with the inventor, and given the public
outrage and a number of practical com-
plications he caused during his test rides
among the public, the police put a knife
against his neck.

Carl Benz se ke svému prvnimu automobilu dopracoval po osmi letech usilovné prace (ilustraéni snimek z muzejni expozice)
Carl Benz worked his way up to car-making after eight years of strenuous work (illustration image of a museum exhibition)

22



VYVOJ ZNACEK DAIMLER,

KAISERLIGHES

PATENTSCHRIFT

M 37436

KLASSE 48: Lovr: v Gassmarmos mees

PATERTAMT.

BENZ & CO. w MANNHEIM
Fahrrvog mil Deasetoreebetried.
Futssnin @ Cwsisabes Boiche s wp Jossar (96 b

Patentni spis Cislo DRP 37435 z roku 1886 — na prokazatelné prvni benzinovy automobil svéta
Patent certificate, DRP 37435 from 1886 — for the provably world’s first petrol car

Na sklonku mirové éry sice spolecnost
DMG osliiovala pokrokovosti i vysokou
kvalitou své produkee, zato v otdzce vy-
robni technologie stejné jako produki-
vity prdce zaostdvala — ostatné ve shodé
s ostatnimi evropskymi automobilka-
mi — za dynamicky expandujici americ-
kou konkurenci. V roce 1913 tak vyro-
bili tfi délnici jen dva mercedesy, zato
u Forda dokézal jediny délnik za rok sim
zkompletovar tfi, byt mnohem jednodus-
$ automobily — navic uZ pét let pfed za-
vedenim vyrobni linky, kterd produktivi-
tu price ddle skokové zvysila! Na charak-
teristicky mercedes t¢ doby s otevienou
karoserii by pramérné vydélavajici délnik
DMG pfi devitiaptilhodinové sméné Sest
dni v tydnu pracovat osm let.

Vilka pfinesla spole¢nosti DMG obrov-
sky rozmach a plnéni armddnich objed-
ndvek vozidel a leteckych motora si roku
1914 vyZzédalo vybudovani nového vyrob-
niho zévodu v Sindelfingenu. Produkee pl-
ného sortimentu osobnich vozidel dobiha-
la do podzimu 1915, pozdéji se omezila na
automobily niz$ich tiid, vyhrazené prak-
ticky jen pro armddu. Po 1 570 osobnich
vozidlech v roce 1913 nésledoval pokles na

pouhych 108 kusti (1918). Ustoupila hlav-
né leteckym a lodnim motorim. Na kon-
ci valky upadajici pracovni mordlka spolu
s vaznoucimi doddvkami materidlu vedla
k poklesu produktivity o vice nez 50 pro-
cent. Casové ndroénost motoru o 260 ko-
nich tak vzrostla na 97 hodin.

Po drtivé pordzce cisafstvi se vseobecnd
hospodatskad i spolecenskd mizérie pode-
psala také na spole¢nosti DMG. Némec-
ko pfitom do rozpoutdni vilky prozivalo
60 let takika nepfetrzitého hospoddiské-
ho rastu. O to hlubsi je ¢ekal pad. Sidlo
Daimler Motoren Gesellschaft se v roce
1922 prest¢hovalo do Berlina, kde mélo
veden{ firmy blize k vlddnim zakdzkdm
i bohaté soukromé klientele.

Prévé v Berliné-Marienfelde se roze-
béhla doplitkovd vyroba jizdnich kol
znatky Mercedes a zdvod Untertiirkheim
se vénoval mimo jiné psacim strojim.

Benz

Druhou vétev pozdgjsi spolecnosti Dai-
mler-Benz tvofil podnik zaloZeny rodi-
kem z Karlsruhe Carlem Friedrichem
Benzem (1844-1929). Aby to nebylo tak

BENZ A MERCEDES-BENZ V SIRSICH SOUVISLOSTECH (1885-2015)

jednoduché: Po pfichodu na svét nesl pri-
jmeni své matky, tedy Vaillant, protoze ta
s otcem svého ditéte, strojvedoucim Jo-
hannem Georgem Benzem, vstoupila ve
svazek manzelsky az rok po porodu. Ote-
viend plosina lokomotivy stdla Benzova
otce Zivot, protoze na ni prochladl a ze-
mfel na zdpal plic. Matka pak posluho-
vala studentim techniky v Karlsruhe, aby
mohl syn Carl studovat strojafinu.

Pozdéji, béhem pokust se spalovacimi
motory a ,samohybnymi“ tfikolkami,
Carla Benze financovala pro zménu jeho
nesmirné ¢inorodd a ptvabnd manzelka
Bertha. Diky ni mohl v roce 1871 zalozit
slévarnu s mechanickou dilnou, nisledné
pfeorientovanou na plynové motory. Spo-
le¢nost Benz & Cie. vznikla roku 1883
po vyndlezcové rozchodu s pavodnimi
spole¢niky. Béhem prvnich étyf mésict
ziskala objedndvky na 800 plynovych sta-
ciondrnich motoru.

Carl Benz se k automobilu dopraco-
val po osmi letech usilovné price. Prvnf
krok mél podobu dvoudobého atmosfé-
rického motoru, tedy bez kompresni féze.
Nésledovala vlastni konstrukce diferenci-
4lu, zapalovaci svicky, spojky, karburdtoru,
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This is the context behind the tradi-
tional legend, according to which Bertha
Benz was said to have set out on a secret
drive to visit her mother in Pforzheim,
without telling her husband. The inno-
vation badly needed to be supported by
proof of its reliability and practical usabil-
ity, but Carl Benz simply could not afford
any further conflicts with the police. Due
to the contemporary social position of
women, who often lacked their own pass-
port and were entered in their husbands’
passports as almost legally incapacitated
beings, our entrepreneur could use a re-
lative as an excuse and could bet on the
apparent charm of his energetic spouse
whenever needed.

Trinactihodinovou cestu z Mannheimu do Pforzheimu (104 km) podnikla Bertha Benzova se svymi
dvéma syny (mapa pochazi z roku 1900)

The 13-hour drive from Mannheim to Pforzheim (104 km) Bertha Benz undertook with her two sons
(the map was drawn in 1900)

Benz & Co. v roce 1897: Motor a vzorovy automobil budou brzy odesléany i do Kopfivnice...
Benz & Co.in 1897: An engine and a car are prepared to be sent also to Kopfivnice...
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Everything worked out quite well. The
13-hour drive Bertha undertook with her
two sons on a 104-kilometre-long route
validated the slogan of the car as “a complete
replacement for horse-drawn carriages”.

Like Gottlieb Daimler, Carl Benz was
also displaying his products at the Paris
World Exposition of 1889. However, the
Mannheim-based factory was still getting
by on stationary engines. It produced
a mere 69 three- and four-wheel automo-
biles between 1886 and 1893. The vic-
tory achieved over the hard-to-crack nut of
wheel steering on the front suspended axle
translated into the business name for this
successful model: the Benz Victoria. Baron
Theodor von Liebieg from Liberec, who
followed up Berthas drive by taking an
even longer route from Liberec to Reims
and back in 1894, was among the first cus-
tomers. During the next seven years Benz
sold already 1,709 petrol-powered cars!

However, sales rapidly dropped at the
turn of century, shortly after acquisition
of land for a new plant. The reason was
that DMG, the competitor, launched cars
with a more modern design offered under
the resonant name Mercedes. Julius Ganss,
a partner of Benz, engaged the Frenchman
Mario Barbarou to replace the obsolete
coach-type design with a new model line
called Parsifal, a response to the Mercedes
cars. Barbarou’s role in the design got so
much media attention that it offended the
aging Carl Benz, who then stepped back
from company management. His conceit
was soon fulfilled: the Parsifals did not
meet expectations, Ganss and Barbarou
left the company, and the founding father
ascended to the top as head of the super-
visory board.

The new partners called in Hans Nibel
to become the chief designer and in 1905
the company was in the black again. Atten-
tion was now focused primarily on cars of
higher class or luxury cars.

They were doing well also on the racing
tracks. The oldest carmaker in the world
gained areputation all over the world
thanks to its record-making Blitzen Benz,
used also by the last Emperor Wilhelm II
in its civil version.

Benz & Cie. could not satisfy all orders,
so it moved production of utility vehicles
to its Gaggenau plant. In the original
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Britsky a irsky kral
Edvard VII. s némeckym
cisafem Vilémem Il. ve
voze Mercedes Simplex
17/22 PS (1904)

Edward VIl of Great Britain
and Ireland, and German
Enperor Wilhelm Il in

a 17/22-hp Mercedes
Simplex (1904)

chladi¢e a pfevodovky s koZenymi feme-
ny, transmisemi.

Prvni benzinovy automobil, pozdéji
zvany Benz Patent Motorwagen Nr. 1,
tedy titkolka s kovovym rdmem, spalova-
cim motorem a elektrickym zapalovdnim,
se ulicemi Mannheimu rozjel v [ét¢ 1885.
Ctyidoby jednovilec s ventilovym rozvo-
dem mél podle samotného konsruktéra
Benze vykon 2/3 konské sily, dosahovany
pfi 250/min. Do déjin se vozidlo zapsalo
29. ledna 1886 prostednictvim Fi$ského
patentu ¢&islo 37435.

Incrovertni prikopnik, vé¢né nespoko-
jeny s nedokonalosti svych vytvord, ¢elil
posmeéchu i nendvisti okoli a jen malokdy
uzndni. Nicméné v zaf{ 1886 se ve Vie-
obecném véstniku mésta Mannheimu ob-
jevil ndzor, Ze ,toto vozidlo ¢ekd svédd bu-
doucnost®, protoZe se pry ,mize stdt nejlev-
néjsim dopravnim prostiedkem obchod-
nich cestujicich, ptipadné téZ turista.

Zato mistni policie méla s vynalezcem
ponékud napjaté vztahy a vzhledem k ve-
fejnému pohorseni i rznym zcela kon-
krétnim komplikacim, keerd svymi zku-
Sebnimi jizdami v okoli vyvoldval, mu
ptilozila pomyslny naz na krk.

To zpochybriuje tradovanou legendu,
podle niz méla Bertha Benzové na svo-
ji pamdtnou délkovou jizdu k matce do
Pforzheimu vyrazit potaji, bez manzelo-

va védomi. Novinka potiebovala dikaz
spolehlivosti a praktické pouzitelnosti
jako stl, jenze sim Carl Benz uz si dal-
§f stiet s policii prost¢ nemohl dovolit.
Vzhledem k tehdej§imu spolecenskému
postaveni Zen, leckde jesté bez vlastniho
cestovniho pasu a zapisovanych do pasu
manzelova jako skoro nesvépravnd bytost,
se pan podnikatel mohl v pfipadé¢ potfeby
vymluvit na ,,osobu blizkou a navic sdzet
na nesporny $arm své energické choti.

Dobré dilo se podafilo. Tfindctihodino-
vé Bertina jizda, podniknutd se dvéma sy-
ny na trati dlouhé 104 km, potvrdila plat-
nost reklamniho sloganu ,,Plnohodnotnd
nahrada za konésprezné kocdry*.

Stejné jako Gottlieb Daimler, také Carl
Benz vystavoval na Svétové vystavé v Pa-
7 (1889). Nicméné mannheimskd to-
vérna stdle zila hlavné ze staciondrnich
motort. Ti- a étyfkolovych automobili
vyrobila v letech 1886-1893 pouhopou-
hych 69 kust. Vitézstvi nad zapeklitym
mechanismem fizen{ kol pfedni odpruze-
né ndpravy se promitlo do oznaceni ob-
chodné spédného modelu Benz Vicroria.
K prvnim zdkazniktim patfil liberecky
baron Theodor von Liebieg, ktery navézal
na Bertinu jizdu je$t¢ mnohem delsi ces-
tou z Liberce do Remese a zpét (1894).
Béhem ndsledujicich sedmi let Benz pro-
dal uz 1 709 benzinovych vozidel!

Jenze na pielomu stoleti, krétce po nd-
kupu pozemkt pro vystavbu nové to-
vérny, odbyt prudce klesl. Konkurenénf
DMG totiz uvedla na trh modernéji fe-
$ené automobily, nabizené pod zvu¢nym
jménem Mercedes. Benztv spole¢nik Ju-
lius Ganfl angaZoval Francouze Maria
Barbaroua, aby zastaralé kol4rovité kon-
strukce nahradil novou modelovou fadou
Parsifal, odpovédi na vozy Mercedes. Me-
dializace Barbarouova autorstvi stdrnou-
ctho Carla Benze natolik urazila, Ze se
z vedeni spolecnosti stdhl. Jeho jesitnosti
se dostalo uspokojeni: parsifaly nenaplni-
ly o¢ekdvani, Ganf§ s Barbarouem firmu
opustili a otec zakladatel postoupil do ¢e-
la dozor¢i rady.

Novi spole¢nici povolali za hlavniho
konstrukeéra naseho krajana Hanse Ni-
bela a v roce 1905 se podnik opét vrétil
k zisku. Pozornost se nyni obrétila pfe-
deviim k automobilim vy$$i az luxusni
kategorie.

Datfilo se jim také na zdvodnich tratich,
svétovy vehlas nejstar$i automobilce zis-
kal zvlasté rekordni Blitzen Benz, v civilni
verzi pouzivany i poslednim némeckym
cisafem Vilémem II.

Firma Benz & Cie. nestacila plnit ob-
jedndvky, a tak pfesunula produkei uzit-
kovych vozidel do zdvodu Gaggenau.
V' plvodnim mannheimském provozu
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Rychlostni rekord v Indianapolis v kvétnu 1911 — Bob Burman & Blitzen Benz. Dole: Triumf na Velké

cené Francie na trati u Lyonu v €ervnu 1914

Record attempt in Indianapolis in May 1911 — Bob Burman & Blitzen Benz. Below: The triumph at

French Grand Prix near Lyon in July 1914

Wilhelm Kissel (1885—-1942) se zaslouzil o fuzi
automobilky Benz s firmou DMG

Wilhelm Kissel (1885 to 1942) paved the way for
the fusion of Benz & Co. with DMG

26

Mannheim-based facility the still-popular
stationary engines and aircraft applica-
tions were made. The new factory in the
Waldhof district took over production of
passenger cars, with “small” or, to be more
precise, two-litre four-cylinders added to
the portfolio in 1911.

‘These cars turned out to be the most
profitable production scheme after the lost
war. The company sold its fading division
of stationary engines in 1922.

One man could shrewdly take advantage
of the turbulent economic situation: the
financial speculator Jacob Schapiro. He
was the biggest car vendor in all Germany,
ataxi provider, and asuccessful player
in the stock market. From 1921 on, he
managed to penetrate into the supervisory

board of this traditional automaker thanks
to his trading skills combined with barter-
ing in which he exchanged the carmaker’s
products for products from the Scheber
car-body workshops in Berlin and Heil-
bronn that he owned. After three years
(1924) he had acquired the control share
of 60% of the company’s stock. What was
the secret behind his strategy? He kept on
postponing the payments to the maximum
possible extent, and through clever valua-
tions arising from high inflation, he paid
a fraction of the fair value of the goods he
purchased.

He managed to manipulate the compet-
ing German automakers DMG, Protos,
NAG, NSU, Dixi, and Hansa-Lloyd in
a similar way. In the turmoil of hyperinfla-
tion and in a time of a dramatic decline
in demand, traditional businesses found
themselves on the edge of bankruptcy. The
former Daimler factory was considered to
be, on relative terms, the most stable one,
as it was profiting from the benefits of
modern selection and relatively efficient
production.

The currency stabilization in Germany
lead to the break-up of Schapiro’s empire.
A series of property shifts followed, as a re-
sult of which NSU ended up in the hands
of Fiat, Dixi was taken over by the Munich-
based BMW, and Protos was swallowed by
NAG. The president of the board of Benz
& Cie., Wilhelm Kissel, decided to rescue
the collapsing automaker and negotiated
on a merger with the more stable DMG.
They had actually already been cooperating
to adegree as part of Schapiros empire.
As of July 1926 the companies merged in
ashare of 654 :346 and Daimler-Benz,
a joint stock company based in Berlin, later
in Stuttgart Untertiirtkheim, emerged from
the transaction. Deutsche Bank, the finan-
cial institution on the creditor side, was
standing in the background of this transac-
tion. It was at its initiative that the Auto
Union corporation was established six years
later, bearing the logo with four rings (for
the brands Audi, DKW, Horch and Wn-
derer). It was later taken over by one of the
biggest competitors to the Stuttgart-based
automaker today, the brand Audi.

The life of Carl Benz ended three years
later. The creator of the gasoline-powered
automobile passed away at the good old
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Poslednim automobilem samostatné znac¢ky Benz z Mannheimu se roku 1926 stala tato limuzina typu 16/50 PS

The last Benz vehicle to leave the plant in Mannheim in 1926 was a 16/50 hp limousine

vznikaly prevdiné stile zddané staciondr-
ni motory, doplnéné o letecké aplikace.
Nova tovérna ve Cevrti Waldhof prevza-
la produkei osobnich automobilt, obo-
hacenych v roce 1911 o ,malé®, presnéji
feceno zhruba dvoulitrové ¢eyfvélce. Pré-
vé ty se po prohrané vélce staly relativné
nejvyhodnéj$im vyrobnim programem.
Upadajici divizi ,stabildk firma v roce
1922 prodala.

Turbulentni hospoddiské situace mis-
trné vyuzil finanéni spekulant Zidovské-
ho pivodu Jacob Schapiro. Byl nejvétsim
prodejcem automobild v celém Némec-
ku, angazoval se i v taxisluzbé a Gspés-
né ,hril® na burze. Od roku 1921 se
mu obratnymi transakcemi v kombina-
ci s barterovymi obchody, pfi nichz byly
automobily Benz sménovdny mimo jiné
za vyrobky jim vlastnéné karosdrny Sche-
bera s tovdrnami v Berliné a Heilbron-
nu, podafilo proniknout do dozoréi ra-
dy tradi¢ni automobilky. Po tfech letech
(1924) dosahl kontrolniho podilu 60 %
akeif spole¢nosti. V principu $lo o to, Ze
maximdlnim oddalovdnim vlastniho pl-
nénf a ,$ikovnym® ocenénim nakonec di-

ky vysoké inflaci uhradil zlomek skute¢né
hodnoty ziskaného zbozi.

Podobnym zptisobem dokdzal manipu-
lovat konkurenénimi némeckymi auto-
mobilkami DMG, Protos, NAG, NSU,
Dixi i Hansa-Lloyd. Ve viru hyperinfla-
ce a za dramatického propadu poptivky
se tradi¢ni podniky ocitly na pokraji ban-
krotu. Za relativné nejstabilnéjsi byla po-
vazovdna byvald Daimlerova tovdrna, té-
zici z vyhod moderniho sortimentu a po-
mérné efektivni vyroby.

Ménovd stabilizace v Némecku vedla
k rozpadu Schapirova impéria. Nésledo-
vala fada majetkovych pfesuntl, v jejichz
disledku skonéilo NSU v rukich Fiatu,
Dixi bylo pfevzato mnichovskym BMW
a Protos pohlcen firmou NAG. Predse-
da pfedstavenstva Benz & Cie. Wilhelm
Kissel se rozhodl zachrénit kolabujici au-
tomobilku jedndnim o fzi s pfece jen sta-
biln¢jsi DMG. Ostatné v rdmci Schapiro-
va impéria spolu uz &4ste¢né spolupraco-
valy. K 1. ¢ervenci 1926 firmy splynuly
v poméru 654 : 346 v akciovou spole¢nost
Daimler-Benz se sidlem v Berling, pozdé-
ji Stuttgartu-Untertiirkheimu. V' pozadi

transakce pfitom stdla véfitelskd finanéni
instituce, Deutsche Bank. Ostatné z jeji
iniciativy doslo o Sest let pozdéji k ustave-
ni koncernu Auto Union, nesouciho logo
se ¢tyfmi kruhy. Ty reprezentovlaly znacky
Audi, DKW, Horch a Wanderer. Pozdéji je
prevzal jeden ze soucasnych hlavnich kon-
kurentt Stuttgartskych, znacka Audi.
Zivot Carla Benze se zavisil o i léta
pozdéji. Tvirce benzinového automobi-
lu odesel v pozehnaném véku 84 let, je-
ho zena Bertha zemfela dva dny po svych
pétadevadesdtych narozenindch.
Mimochodem Schapirtv Zidovsky pu-
vod a rodi§t¢ v Odése propagandisticky
nalezité vyuzili nacisté. Obratny spekulant
se v roce 1938, jesté pred neblaze proslu-
lou Kfistalovou nocf, zachrénil dté¢kem do
USA, kde o éuyfti léta pozdéji zemiel.

Daimler-Benz

Hospoddiské turbulence prvni poloviny
20. let mély zajimavy vedlejsi G¢inek. Zne-
hodnoceni penéz a tradi¢nich vklad i roz-
vrat ve financovdn{ prostfednictvim Gvéra
¢ upisovédnim novych akeif vedl k vieobec-
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Ptiklad vzorniku pouzivaného dealery znacky Mercedes-Benz ve 20. letech
A speciman of a sampler, used by the Mercedes-Benz — dealers in the 1920s

Der Stern
ihrer Schnsucht

MERCEDES-BENZ
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Zaméreno na ddmskou
klientelu: reklamni
motiv ,Hvézda Vasi
touhy* (1929)

Winning women
customers: the
adverstising motif

“The star of your desire”
(1929)

age of 84 and his wife Bertha died two
days after her 95th birthday.

Schapiro’s Jewish origin and place of
birth in Odessa would later be used for
Nazi propaganda. This skillful speculator
saved his live in 1938, before the ill-famed
Kristallnacht, by flecing to the United
States, where he died four years later.

Daimler-Benz

The economic turbulences of the first half
of the 20th century had an interesting side
effect. The devaluation of money and tradi-
tional deposits and the disruption of fund-
ing through loans and subscription of new
stocks and shares led to a general movement
away to “permanent values”. A number of
businesses that had, relatively recently,
started to do business in the automotive
industry now went bankrupt and their ma-
chine equipment and qualified staff could
be hired inexpensively. From 1926, the
more stable companies such as DMG, Benz
& Cie., and Daimler-Benz were making
significant investments in their production
technologies. These were the times when, as
Rudolf Caracciola once recounted, a dealer
could sell a car in the morning and, if he
made the mistake of making the transaction
in marks and not dollars, the manufacturer
could purchase nothing more than, say,
a generator at the moment of delivery.

American hegemony

The crushing pressure of American com-
petitors was also contributing to the updat-
ing of production systems, the introduc-
tion of assembly lines, and rationalization.
After the war, many used cars which had
been brought over with General Pershing
were left in Germany and were not worth
the cost of transport back overseas. These
are mentioned in Erich Maria Remarque’s
novel Three Comrades. The comfortable,
cheap-to-buy, but expensive-to-run “gas-
guzzling” Cadillacs, Dodges, and Fords
totally disrupted the market that was then
enjoying rapid growth.

While 100,000 motor vehicles were
driving on German roads in 1923, this
number doubled within three years, and
when the worldwide Great Depression
broke out in 1929, the statistics showed
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nému utéku k ,,trvalym hodnotdm®. Rada
podniki, které se pomérné neddvno zaca-
ly angazovat v perspektivni automobilové
branzi, nyni zbankrotovala a jejich stroj-
ni vybaveni i kvalifikovany persondl byly
levné k mdni. Stabilnéjsi tradi¢ni spole¢-
nosti jako prévé DMG, Benz & Cie. a od
roku 1926 Daimler-Benz tehdy vyznam-
né investovaly do vyrobnich technologii.
Byla to doba, kdy — jak vzpominal Rudolf
Caracciola — jste réno prodali automo-
bil, a pokud byla transakce neprozietelné
uzaviena misto dolart v markdich, v oka-
mziku doddn{ uz vyrobce za trzbu pofidil
nanejvys pouhé dynamo.

Americky hegemon

K zdsadni modernizaci vyrobni techno-
logie, zavddéni pdsové vyroby, standar-
dizace a racionalizace navic nutil také dr-
tivy tlak americké konkurence. Po vilce
zlistala v Némecku fada ojetych vozidel
z USA, kterd se armddé pod velenim ge-
nerédla Pershinga nevyplatilo odvézt zpét
pfes ocedn. Vzpomenime na populdrnf
Remarquetv romdn Tii kamarddi.

Komfortni, v pofizeni levné, byt v pro-
vozu drahé ,Ziznivé“ cadillaky, dodge ¢&i
fordky zcela rozvratily trh. Ten pfitom vy-
znamné rostl. Zatimco v roce 1923 brazdi-
lo némecké silnice asi 100 000 motorovych
vozidel, o tii léta pozdéji $lo jiz o dvojné-
sobny pocet a v okamziku vypuknuti své-
tové hospoddiské krize (1929) statistika vy-
kazovala asi 420 000 vozidel. JenZe zdroveni
dramarticky stoupal podil zahrani¢nich au-
tomobilt, prevdiné (az 80 %) americkych
a jen v podruzné mife francouzskych, an-
glickych ¢i italskych znacek: z priblizné
12% (1924) pies ctvrtinovy podil roku
1926 az po takika 40 % (1929).

Americké tovdrny prakticky beze zbytku
ovlddly kategorii od 2 do 3,5 litru zdviho-
vého objemu a némecké koncerny véetné
Daimler-Benzu tento segment rychle vy-
klizely. Loga Mercedes-Benz, Maybach,
Horch, Rohr ¢i NAG se objevovala spise
na chladic¢ich luxusnich vozidel nejvyssi
tiidy. Apely typu ,Kupujte némecké zbo-
z{!“ hrély roli jen u téch motoristd, keeif
cenu automobilu v podstaté nefesili.

Neni proto nihodou, ze stézejni roli ve
stuttgartské nabidce schrdly impozantni
kompresorové modely. Jenze tfeba slav-

Vyroba karoserii pfed 100 lety: ohybani dfeva na kostru pobitou plechem
The car body manufacturing 100 years ago: the wood bending for the basic structure

nych S — SSKL vzniklo celkem pouhych
374 kust. Porscheho dvoulitr ,Stuttgart®
nenaplnil ocekdvini. Pokud jde o $étkon-
struktéra, management volal po ,méné
genidlnim, zato dspornéj$im, spolehlivéj-
$im a ndzorim svych kolegii pistupnéj-
$im konstruktérovi®, nez byl roddk z Vra-
tislavic. Nastala éra prakti¢eéjsiho Hanse
Nibela od Sumperka. K jeho prvnim tko-
lam patfilo dotaZeni vyvoje a racionalizace
produkee fady ,Stuttgart”. Novou vlajko-
vou lodi se stal ,,Velky Mercedes“ typu 770
z Untertiirkheimu, zatimco star$i osmival-
ce ,Niirburg” vyjizdély z Mannheimu.

Neodpustime si nékolik suchych statis-
tickych adaja: v roce 1903 vyprodukova-
la spole¢nost DMG 232 automobild, lo-
go Benz jich neslo 172 a pravé zainajici
Ford ve stejné dobé poslal k zdkaznikiim
1708 vozidel. V roce 1913 byl pomér jiz
1567 / 2673 | 248 307ks a roku 1925
dokonce 1406 /2260 / 1 587 821, o pro-
dukei dalsich americkych gigantd nemlu-
vé. Co dodar?

V kategorii do dvou litrtt se Daimler-
-Benz prakticky neangazoval a kromé do-
miéciho hegemona Opelu, v roce 1928
pfevzatého americkym koncernem Ge-
neral Motors, vstupovaly do hry uspor-
nd vozitka typu Dixi, pozdé¢jsi zdklad

automobilové vyroby znacky BMW pro-
stfednictvim jejiho zdvodu v Eisenachu.
Nejvétdi tpadek stihl dnes uz zapome-
nutou spole¢nost Brennabor, v poloviné
20. let jeSté nejvéesi némeckou automo-
bilku — a v roce 1933 beznadéjné krachu-
jici podnik.

Ostatné ndstup hospoddiské krize ob-
ratil branzi vzhiiru nohama: z 84 000 né-
meckych osobnich automobila (1928) se
vyroba béhem iyt let propadla na 35 000
jednotek. Daimler-Benz na tom byl jesté
hafte, protoze propad odbytu v jim neob-
sazené kategorii do 1,5 litru ¢inil ,,pouze®
40% a zdkaznici mohli usednout do ne-
ndro¢nych dvoudobych dvouvdlca DKW.
Ovsem tfi- a vicelitrové motory zvoli-
lo 0 85% zdkazniki méné! Nepomohl
ani fake, Ze StucegartSt tésné pred krizi
uvedli na trh sviij prvni fadovy osmivélec.
Neni tedy divu, ze na podzim 1931 na-
bidku urychlené doplnil relativné kom-
pakeni Mercedes-Benz 170 s nezdvislym
zavéSenim viech kol. Ovsem teprve jeho
ndstupce 170 V (1936) byl konstruovdn
s ohledem na pozadavky skute¢né velko-
sériové vyroby.

Tym technikt pod vedenim Hanse Ni-
bela na ndstup krize reagoval také vyvo-
jem vozll zcela nové koncepce s motorem
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about 420,000 vehicles. What was rising
dramatically, however, was the share of
foreign cars, mostly American (80%) with
some French, English and Italian brands as
well. Their share grew from approximately
12% in 1924 to 25% in 1926 and then
almost 40% in 1929.

American factories had a complete grip
on the class from 2.0 to 3.5-litre capacity
and German corporations, including
Daimler-Benz, were quickly losing ground
in this segment. The logos of Mercedes-
-Benz, Maybach, Horch, Réhr, and NAG
were to be found rather on the grills of
top-of-the-line luxury vehicles. Appeals
to “Buy German!” proved effective only
with motorists who did not care about
the price.

It is therefore no coincidence that im-
pressive compressor models played the key
role in the product range from Stuttgart. If
we take the famous S — SSKL class, a mere
374 units were produced. Porsche’s two-
licre “Stuttgart” was at the very beginning
an absolute flop and had to be redesigned
by Hans Nibel. As for the chief designer,
the board was calling for a “less ingenious,
but more economically-aware and reliable
designer who can better listen to his col-
leagues’ opinions” rather than the Vratis-
lavice native. The era of the more practical
Hans Nibel of Ol$any set in. The comple-
tion of development and rationalization
of the “Stuttgart” line was among his first
tasks. The “Grosser Mercedes” type 770
from Untertiirkheim became the new flag-
ship, while the older eight-cylinder “Nu-
remberg” was coming off the assembly line
in Mannheim.

We cannot help mentioning some
plain statistics: in 1903 DMG made 232
automobiles, 172 automobiles bore the
Benz logo, and the “startup” Ford shipped
1708 vehicles to its customers. In 1913 the
share was already 1,567/2,673/248,307
units and in by 1925 even 1,406/2,260/
1,587,821 units, not to mention the
production of the other American giants.
What could one say?

In the two-litre class Daimler-Benz didn’t
have any presence at all. Besides the domes-
tic hegemon Opel, taken over in 1928 by
the American corporation General Motors,
small economical cars were joining the
game. Dixi is one such type which broke
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ground for the BMW brand through
its plant in Eisenach. Brennabor, today
already forgotten, was the brand which
saw the biggest decline. Being the largest
German carmaker in the mid 1920s, it was
a hopeless, bankrupt enterprise in 1933.

The onset of the Great Depression
turned the car industry upside down: from
84,000 passenger cars in 1928, production
shrank to 35,000 units within only four
years. Daimler-Benz was suffering even
more, because the drop in sales in the
category up to 1.5 litres — the one where
it was not so well established — was only
40% and customers could use the unde-
manding DKW two-stroke two-cylinder
engines. It is astonishing that engines of
three-litre size and larger were chosen
by 85% fewer customers! Not even the
fact that the Stuttgarters had launched
their first inline eight-cylinder before the
Depression helped. No wonder that the
relatively compact Mercedes-Benz 170
with independent suspension on all wheels
extended the company’s range in the au-
tumn of 1931. However, it was only its
successor 170 V (1936) that was designed
for truly high-volume production.

The team of engineers, led by Hans
Nibel, responded to the emerging crisis by
developing a brand-new concept with the
engine in the back of the car. This compact
drive unit saved material and simplified
the assembly. On top of that, unlike the
“everything-in-front” concept, it could do
without expensive homokinetic joints on
the drive shafts. Air cooling was foreseen at
the beginning, but it never went into series
production.

While in the last pre-Depression year of
1928 Daimler-Benz had employed 14,281
people, by the end of 1932 it had only
9,148 employees and was considered to be
the third largest German carmaker, second
only to Opel and the newly-established
Auto Union corporation. The declining
sales forced Daimler-Benz to close its plant
in Sindelfingen, though this plant could be
reopened and even significantly expanded
thanks to the booming economy during
the Nazi era that followed.

Besides pressure for assembly and pro-
duction rationalization, the Depression
had another positive effect: it in fact
forced the American competitors out of

the market, with their market share de-
clining to only 9% in 1933. And this was
not a matter of quality! Protective customs
measures went hand in hand with import
quotas. Furthermore, Americans managed
to establish large assembly plants which
they later turned into manufacturing
facilities on German territory, not to men-
tion the development of Europe-compli-
ant models.

Brownshirt prosperity

Daimler-Benz enjoyed — like many other
industrial enterprises — extraordinary ex-
pansion during the Nazi dictatorship, i.e.
starting with the appointment of Adolf
Hitler as the Chancellor of the German
Reich on January 30, 1933. We there-
fore consider it important to classify this
historical development as an intermezzo
with regard to the relationship between
the dictator and one of the most horrible
criminals in human history, and Benz and
Mercedes-Benz cars.

Intermezzo: Car enthusiast AH

Jakob Werlin, who had been a minor
dealer, played the key role in the develop-
ment of Daimler-Benz under the swastika.
He ran its Benz & Cie. dealership in Mu-
nich at Schellingstrafle 39, that is, in the
same house where the main newspaper
Volkischer Beobachter of the Nazi party
was based. Born in the Austrian town of
Andricz, Werlin had belonged to the nar-
row circle of Hider’s friends long before
Hitler rose to Chancellor of the German
Reich.

Following the failed Munich putsch,
Hidler ended up imprisoned in the Lands-
berg fortress. This is where he wrote,
among other things, Mein Kampf, the
“Bible of Nazism”. Werlin visited Hitler in
Landsberg on September 12, 1924 and on
the next day Hitler sent him a highly re-
spectful letter about the purchase of a new
Benz car. He was to fund the distribution
from royalty fees from Mein Kampf:

Dear Mr. Werlin!

Pondering on todays debate, I kindly ask
you, dear Mr. Werlin, whether you could en-
gage yourself in this matter in two directions.

1 came to believe that the type 11/40 would
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vzadu. Kompakeni pohonnd jednotka
znamenala Gsporu materidlu, zjednodu-
Seni konstrukce — a navic se na rozdil od
koncepce ,v$e vpiedu® obesla bez tehdy
dosti drahych homokinetickych klou-
bu hnacich hfidelt. Pivodné se pocitalo
s chlazenim vzduchem, které v§ak do séri-
ové vyroby nepostoupilo.

Zatimco v poslednim predkrizovém
roce 1928 zaméstndval Daimler-Benz
14 281 osob, ke konci roku 1932 uz mél
pouze 9 148 zaméstnanci a platil za tieti
nejvéssi némeckou automobilku po Ope-
lu a nové ustaveném koncernu Auto Uni-
on. Propad odbytu si vynutil uzavfeni to-
véarny v Sindelfingenu, diky konjunktufe
ndsledujici nacistické éry opét otevieného
a podstatné rozifovaného.

Krize pfinesla kromé dlaku na raciondl-
ni konstrukei i vyrobu jesté jedno poziti-
vum: z trthu prakticky vytla¢ila americkou
konkurenci, jejiz podil prudce klesal az na
9% (1933). Neslo o otdzku kvality! Svou
roli sehréla ochrandfskd celnf opatfeni ru-
ku v ruce s dovoznimi kvétami. Navic se
Ameri¢antim podafilo etablovat na Gzemi
Némecka velké montdzni a pozdéji vy-
robni zévody, nemluvé o vyvoji evropsky

pojatych modela.

Hnéda prosperita

Mimoftddny rozmach zazila spole¢nost
Daimler-Benz, ostatné podobné jako fa-
da dalsich pramyslovych podniki, v ob-
dobf nacistické diktatury — tedy pocina-
je jmenovdnim Adolfa Hidera f$skym
kancléfem 30. ledna 1933. Povazujeme
proto za dileZité zafadit na tomto mis-
t¢ do historického piehledu vyvoje firmy
intermezzo, tykajici se vztahu diktdto-
ra a jednoho z nejvétsich zlo¢inct déjin
lidstva k automobilim Benz a Merce-
des-Benz.

Intermezzo: Automobilista AH

Kli¢ovou roli v rozvoji spole¢nosti Dai-
mler-Benz pod vlidou hdkového kiize
sehrdl pavodné veelku nevyznamny dea-
ler Jakob Werlin. Ten své zastoupeni Benz
& Cie. provozoval na mnichovské adrese
Schellingstrale 39, tedy ve stejném do-
mé, kde sidlil hlavni tiskovy orgén na-
cistické strany ,Volkischer Beobachter*.

Dopis Adolfa
Hitlera z vézeni
v Landsbergu,
vénovany tématu :
automobilt Benz  « ¢

The letter by Adolf =
Hitler from the
Landsberg prison,
concerning the new
Benz models
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Werlin patfil k dzkému okruhu Hitlero-
vych zndmych ddvno pfed tim, nez ro-
dék z rakouského pohrani¢niho méstecka
Braunau am Inn vstoupil hlavnim vcho-
dem do fi$ského kancléfsevi.

Po netspésném pokusu o mnichovsky
pu¢ skondil Hitler ve feSdckém krimi-
ndle v pevnosti Landsberg. Mimo jiné
tu sepsal ,bibli nacismu®, program bu-
douci expanze ,Mein Kampf“. Werlin
jej v Landsbergu navstivil 12. zdfi 1924
a hned ndsledujiciho dne mu Hitler zaslal
nesmirné uctivé formulovany dopis, tyka-
jici se ndkupu nového automobilu znacky
Benz. Prodej hodlal financovat z autor-
skych tantiém za jiz zminény programovy
spisek ,Mein Kampf™:

Ibr pehr orgobener
¢on. Fdolf Hitler.

» Vidzeny pane Werline!

Jak tak premyslim o dnesni debaté, pro-
sim Vis, mily pane Werline, zda byste se
ve véci angazoval ve dvou smérech. Dospél
jsem k presvédient, Ze by mym momentdl-
nim poZadavkiim odpovidal typ 11/40. Je-
diné, co mé snad ponékud zneklidiiuje, je
skutecnost, Ze prece jen dosahuje o 300 otd-
Cek vice nez 16/50. Byl bych vam vdéiny,
pokud byste mi mobl prileZitostné pisemné
sdélit, zda podle Vaseho ndzoru neni 2 250
otdéek prilis mnoho, zda se jimi viiz rychleji
neopotfebovdvd.

10 je — jak uz bylo feceno — jediné, co mé
na 11/40 znepokojuje, protoze si v ndsledu-
jicich 2 az 3 letech nebudu moci dovolit no-
vy viiz a také nenajdu kazdych pdr let éas
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Pred branou vézeni uz na propusténého Hitlera ¢ekal viiz Benz (20. prosinec 1924)
Upon Hitler” s release on December 20, 1924 a Benz car stood waiting at the gate

meet my current needs. The only thing which
makes me somewhat nervous is the fact that
it reaches 300 rpm more than the 16/50.
1 would be very grateful if you could rell me
on some other occasion whether you believe
that 2250 rpm is not too much, whether the
car does not suffer faster wear as a result.

As already said, this is the only thing which
worries me about the 11/40, because I will
not be able to afford a new car within the
next two to three years and I will also not
always find time after some years for major
repair. Therefore, I kindly ask you to raise
a question in this regard, possibly when
you write to Mannheim, on what discount
I could get on the 16/50 and also on the
11/40. Also, I would like to ask if the 11/40
is available in gray and with wire wheels.

My problem is even if I am released on
October 1, I cannot expect a higher income
from my work before mid-December, so
L am forced to obrain a deposit via a loan
from elsewhere. Several thousand marks
makes a big difference, of course. Ialso
need to pay the cost of the legal proceedings,
which I am already terrified of. This is why
1 am warmly asking you if you could stand
up for me also in this respect, because the ac-
tual purchase is dependent on it under the
given circumstances. ... Anyway, p/mse re-
serve the gray car you currently have in Mu-

nich for me until my fate has been clarified.
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1 will inform you then whether I am going
to be released in October and whether I can
afford to buy a car. ... Signed, your entirely
devoted Adolf Hitler

Upon Hitlers release from the fortress
on December 20, 1924 a Benz car, whose
driver was future senior Nazi official Julius
Schreck, stood waiting for Hiter at the
gate. Hider’s first driver had been one
Emil Maurice in 1921, a man with alleged
Jewish origins. He was replaced by Schreck
who, thanks to his close resemblance to
Hitler, was said to be initially used as the
Fiihrer’s body double. Later he joined the
Sturmabteilung and the SS, and in May
1936 he allegedly died of meningitis. SS
officer Erich Kempka took his place be-
hind the steering wheel and served until
the Fihrers death. It was Erich Kempka
who allegedly poured petrol onto the dead
bodies of Adolf Hitler and Eva Braun and
set them on fire, so that they would not
fall into the hands of the Soviet conquerors
of Berlin. Or was this a false trail, making
identification of remains difficult?

Hider did not hold adriving license
and, according to some claims, he would
frantically grip the handles at speeds over
60 km/h.

His friendship with Werlin grew
stronger. ‘Thanks to contacts with promi-
nent entrepreneurs who were funding the

development of the anti-communist and
anti-union movement,
tive cars were provided for Hitler for the
future. A stunning career was lying ahead
for Werlin: he joined the NSDAP and SS
units (1932). Two years later he became
amember of the Daimler-Benz board
and in January 1942 he was appointed the
“Fiihrer’s Personal Inspector-General for
Motoring”. Hitler's compatriot from the
Austrian region of Styria had completed his
apprenticeship at the local carmaker Puch.
He headed its Budapest office and moved to
the Hansa-Lloyd brand after World War I.
In 1921 he settled down in Munich. After
the Nazis had seized power, he presided
over a company coordinating the exports of
German carmakers and collaborated with
Ferdinand Porsche later in the realization
of the “KdF” popular car project. However,
he did not obtain this order for his “home”
company Daimler-Benz.

Werlin wrote the following in 1936 on
Hider’s beginnings as a motorist: “The
Fithrer’s first car was a Selve, with a boat-
shaped body with a recessed folding roof.

. Benz 10/30 and 16/50 PS cars fol-
lowed.” Hitler supposedly purchased the
latter on October 18, 1923 at the time of
hyperinflation when money had no value.
Werlin wrote, “I seldom saw the Fiihrer so
happy as when we were delivering a car
to him.” Following the failed putsch in
1923, the Benz 16/50 PS was confiscated
despite Werlin’s efforts. Then Hitler went
to prison as mentioned above.

Werlin was not doing badly at all. Soon
after the end of World War I, he set up
Mercedes-Benz dealerships in Traunstein
and Rosenheim and they have been in
business ever since. He died twenty years
later.

As already stated, future supplies of new,
luxury Benz cars and later Mercedes-Benz
cars for a merely symbolic price and un-
der generous back-buy conditions were
already a matter of fact when Hitler was
released from prison. He went through
many cars bearing the three-pointed star
during his twelve years in power. Let us
look back at least some of them.

At the beginning of the 1930s, Hitler
was often seen in a Niirburg 460 phaeton
and the same license plate IIA-22006 was
used on a Niirburg 500. Hitler was driven

new representa-
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na néjakou vérst ndrolnéjsi opravu. Proto
Vis prosim, budete-li psdt do Mannheimu,
snad i o dotaz v tom sméru, jakou slevu
bych mohl dostat v pFipadé 16/50 ale také
11/40. Navic, je-li 11/40 viibec k dostdni
v Sedé barvé a s drdtovymi koly.

Md potig spolivi v tom, Ze ani v pFipa-
dé propusténi 1. Fijna nemobu olekdvat
vétsi prijmy ze své price pred polovinou
prosince, takzge jsem donucen ziskat od-
nékud zdlohu nebo piijku. Nékolik tisic
marek tak pochopitelné hraje velmi velkou
roli. Navic musim uhradit také ndklady
trestniho Fizeni, z cehoZ mi uz ted vstdva-
Jji vlasy na hlavé. Proto Vis velmi srdecné
prosim, zda byste se za mé mohl zasadit ta-
ké ve dnes zminéném sméru, protoze je na
tom za danych okolnosti zdvisld samotnd
moznost koupé (...) Sedy viiz, ktery mdte
momentdiné v Mnichové, bych kaZdopdd-
né prosil zarezervovat, nez se vyjasni miij
osud. Poté Vis ibned wvédomim, zda budu
v Hjnu propustén a zda si budu moci do-
volit koupi automobilu. (...)

Vim zcela oddany Adolf Hitler*

Po propusténi z pevnosti 20. prosin-
ce 1924 uz Hitlera pfed jeji branou oce-
kival viz Benz s fidiéem a pozdéjsim
hlavnim adjutantem Juliem Schreckem.
Ovsem vibec prvnim Hiderovym fidi-
¢em se v roce 1921 stal jisty Emil Mau-
rice, Gdajné muz s zidovskymi predky.
Nahradil jej Schreck, pro vnéjsi podobu
s Hitlerem zpoddtku pry dokonce nasa-
zovany jako politikav dvojnik. Pozdé-
ji vstoupil do SA i SS a v kvétnu 1936
mél zemfit na infekéni onemocnéni. Na
jeho misto za volantem nastoupil distoj-
nik SS Erich Kempka, ktery slouzil az do
vidcovy smrti a byl to on, kdo v zahradé
Rigského kancléistvi polil ddajné mrtvo-
ly Adolfa Hitlera i Evy Braunové v kréte-
ru po sovétském grandtu benzinem z ka-
nystru a zapdlil je, aby nepadly do rukou
dobyvatelim Berlina. Nebo snad $lo o fa-
lesnou stopu, znesnadnéni identifikace
ostatkd?

Hitler sdm ani nemél fidi¢sky prikaz
a podle nékterych svédectvi se pii rych-
lostech nad 60km/h ve voze kiecovité
drzel madel.

Prételstvi s Werlinem se dile utuzo-
valo. Diky kontaktim na velkoprimy-
slniky, financujici rozvoj antikomunis-
tického a protiodbordfského hnuti, mél

Zleva: Jakob Werlin s AH a Stfibrnym Sipem W 25 na Berlinském autosalonu
Jakob Werlin (left) with AH and the Silver Arrow car W 25 at the Berlin Motor Show

Hitler o reprezentativni nové vozy do
budoucna postardno. Werlina ¢ekala osl-
niva kariéra: vstoupil do partaje NSDAP
i jednotek SS (1932). O dvé léta poz-
déji se stal ¢lenem predstavenstva Dai-
mler-Benz a v lednu 1942 byl jmeno-
vén ,Osobnim Viadcovym generdlnim
inspektorem pro motorismus®. Hitlertv
krajan, pochdzejici z rakouského Styrska,
se vyudil v tamni automobilce Puch. Vedl
jeji zastoupeni v Budapesti, po prvni své-
tové valce presel ke znaéce Hansa-Lloyd
a v roce 1921 se usadil v jiz zminéném
Mnichové. Od nacistického uchopeni
moci pfedsedal predstavenstvu spolec-
nosti koordinujici export némeckych au-
tomobilt a pozdéji tzce spolupracoval
s Ferdinandem Porsche na uskuteénéni
projekeu lidového vozu KdE Nicméné
nezajistil tuto zakdzku své ,domovské®
firmé Daimler-Benz.

O Hitlerové motoristickych pocdtcich
napsal Werlin v roce 1936 ndsledujici:
LPrvnim  Vadcovym automobilem byl
viiz Selve, nesouci ¢lunovitou karoserii se
zapusténou sklddaci stfechou (...) Po ném
nésledovaly stroje Benz 10/30 a 16/50 PS.“
Druhy z nich si mél Hitler koupit 18. fij-
na 1923, v dob¢ inflace. Penize tehdy ne-
mély cenu. Werlin napsal: ,Mdlokdy jsem
spatfil Vidce tak $tastného, jako kdyz jsem

mu pfeddval automobil®. Po nezdafeném
puci z liscopadu 1923 byl Benz 16/50 PS
ptes Werlinovu snahu konfiskovan. Ni-
sledovala tivodem zminénd ndvstéva v kri-
mindle...

Werlin viibec nedopadl zle. Brzy po
skonceni druhé svétové vilky zalozil za-
stoupeni Mercedes-Benz v Traunsteinu
a Rosenheimu, kterd ostatné funguji do-
dnes. Zemfel dvacet let poté.

Jak uz bylo uvedeno, Hitler mél o pfi-
sun stdle novych luxusnich automobili
znacky Benz a pozdéji Mercedes-Benz za
symbolickou cenu a na velkorysy protit-
et postarano jiz po svém propusténi z vé-
zeni. Béhem dvanicti let u moci vystiidal
celou fadu vozidel s tficipou hvézdou ve
znaku. Pfipomenme alespon nejdtlezi-
&jsi z nich.

Pocdtkem 30. let byval viddn prede-
v$im ve faetonu Niirburg 460, stejnd re-
gistra¢ni znacka IIA-22006 se uplatnila
téz na Nirburgu 500. Tim Hitlera vo-
zili v letech 1935 a 1936, v obdobf letni
berlinské olympiddy. Zd4 se, ze identic-
ké auto poslouzilo jesté o sedm let poz-
déji pfi Mussoliniho ndvstévé u Hitlera
po nezdafeném pokusu o atentdt. Je zni-
ma také fotografie faetonu/toureru typu
380, darovaného vidci 20. dubna 1934

ke 45. narozeninam.
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HITLER'S PERSONAL PARADE CAR

MANUFACTURED 1542

1, 400 HP. engina

2 20 ol tires

3 AD i bl tperos s rdows

4, Hithei s weat, rabed 13 cm. highe

6. Mither"s Fool res, cemed 13 om. Righer
& Alumioum parm to lighien the ce

¥, Goare wiheeli, uied to protect the engine

A. Blecoro magneno orout blpckong the doon
L Marganese- traaied o moured plating

10, 300 litre gasodive tank

V1. Mickelsilver radaton

12 Mitler's personal flag

13 Owwrall 18 mdm aimour plating

14, Weight when empty, 4780 kg

Jeden z nejméneé tii ,Velkych Mercedest“ typu 770, pouzivanych fisskym kancléfstvim
One of at tleast three “Great Mercedes” type 770, used by the Reichschancellor

Po skonceni valky byla fada prominentnich vozidel pfevezena do USA
After the war, some of the prominent cars were brought to the US

around in this model in 1935 and 1936
during the Berlin Olympics. It seems that
an identical car served him seven years
later during Mussolini’s visit to Hitler after
the failed attack on the German leader.
A photo exists of a phaeton/tourer of
type 380, given to the Fiihrer as a gift on
April 20, 1934 for his 45th birthday.
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What played a special role were “Gross-
er Mercedes” cars of type 770 (W 07),
which Hitler began using immediately
upon seizing power. At first these were al-
most exclusively open models for shows.
The last model that Werlin ordered for
Hitler’s 50th birthday (April 20, 1939)

was probably one whose power was al-

legedly raised to 400 horsepower. Tires
with 20 chambers made it possible to
continue driving even after a bullet hit
the tre and the 40-millimetre-thick
window glass protected passengers from
external threats. An electromagnetic cir-
cuit worked as the central lock and the
car’s supposed unassailability rested upon
steel armoring with manganese alloys
with a material thickness of 18 mm. The
high weight of the car was compensated
for by components made of aluminum al-
loys. The position of Hitler’s seat and leg
rests was 130 millimeters higher, so that
the crowds could see him well. A similar
setup is known from the “Popemobiles”.
The dictator also had at least three closed
cars of type 770, with a weight of 3,600,
4,100, and 4,780 kg respectively depend-
ing on the armoring.

In 1936 the company supplied Hitler
with an experimental type W 24 with
a 5.4-litre engine, with rounded window
glass on the front doors and with an open
body sitting on an extended wheel base.
Hitler used this until at least 1938.

As he was demonstratively occupying
new territories, including Austria and the
so-called Sudetenland in March and Oc-
tober 1938, a three-axle eight-cylinder G4
found use, suitable only for light off-road
tracks due to its hefty weight. Hitler was
still using this open monster with an inline
eight-cylinder engine of type 540 K during
the first phases of the war on the Eastern
and Western fronts.

Later he almost exclusively used
type 770 cars (W 150) which he was
also using as gifts and shows of loyalty.
These cars therefore headed for the Ro-
manian Marshal Antonescu, the Italian
duce Mussolini, the Spanish generalissimo
Franco, and the Czech protectorate’s “state
president” Hécha.

One also went to the Finnish marshal
and hero Mannerheim, recognized today
for standing up to the Nazis during their
joint alliance against the Soviets on the
matter of Finnish Jews. Some Jews then
paid a major portion of the cost of the
marshal’s funeral out of gratitude when
the official Finnish representation was
afraid to provoke the mighty USSR
even if its participation was merely
a formality.
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Zvlaseni roli sehrdly ,Velké Mercede-
sy typu 770 (W 07), pouzivané Hite-
rem hned od uchopeni moci. Zpoéitku
se jednalo prakticky jen o oteviené pfe-
hlidkové verze. Jedno z poslednich pro-
vedeni, které Werlin objednal k Hitlero-
vym 50. narozenindm (20. dubna 1939),
disponovalo motorem o vykonu zvyse-
ném ddajné na 400 koni. Pneumatiky
o dvaceti komordch umoziiovaly pokra-
¢ovani v jizdé i po prustfelu a pred Gto¢-
niky posidku chrénila také 40 mm silnd
okenni skla. Centrdlni zamykdn{ mél na
starost elektromagneticky okruh, ,ne-
dobytnost® vozidla se opirala o pancéfe
z oceli vyrazné legované manganem pfi
tloustce materidlu 18 mm, pfi¢emz vy-
sokou hmotnost ¢dstetné kompenzova-
ly komponenty ze slitin hliniku. Poloha
Hitlerova sedadla stejné jako opérek pro
nohy byla zvy$ena o 130 mm, aby si jej
davy mohly dobfe prohlédnout. Podob-
né feseni je zndmé naptiklad z ,,papamo-
bila“. Diktdtor mél k dispozici také nej-
mén¢ tfi uzaviené vozy typu 770, v zdvis-
losti na pancéfovani vézici 3 600, 4 100,
respektive 4 780 kg.

V roce 1936 mu tovdrna dodala expe-
rimentdln{ typ W 24 s motorem 5,41, za-
oblenymi okennimi skly pfednich dvefi
a otevienou karoserii na prodlouzeném
rozvoru. Hitler jej pouZival pfinejmensim
do roku 1938.

Pfi triumfélnim obsazovdni novych
Uzem{ véetné Rakouska ¢i takzvanych Su-
det v bfeznu, respektive fjnu 1938 se pro
zménu uplatnil tiindpravovy osmivélec
G 4, vzhledem ke své zna¢né hmotnosti
vhodny nanejvy$ do leh¢iho terénu. Hit-
ler tento otevieny kolos s fadovym osmi-
vélcem z typu 540 K pouzival jesté v prv-
nich fizich vélky, a to na vychodni i z4-
padni fronté.

Pozdéji usedal takika vyhradné do au-
tomobila typu 770 (W 150), které navic
poslouzily jako dary na dikaz ptizné. Za-
mifily napiiklad k rumunskému mar$lu
Antoneskovi, italskému ducemu Musso-
linimu, $panélskému generalissimu Fran-
kovi, protektordtnimu ,stdtnimu  pre-
zidentu“ Héchovi & finskému marsdlu
a dodnes uzndvanému ndrodnimu hrdi-
novi Mannerheimovi, ktery se nacistiim
pii spole¢ném boji proti Sovétim zdsad-
né postavil napiiklad v otdzce finskych

i

DAIMLER-BENZ A.-G. GAGGENAU 7 BADEN

DAIMLER - BENZ

MERCEDES-BENZ
NUTZWAGEN-PROGRAMM

FUR DAS JAHR 1933

Uzitkova vozidla sehrala kliovou roli v expanzi zna¢ky béhem 30. let
Utility vehicles have played a major role in the brand”s expansion of the 1930s

Zida. Ti pak z vdécnosti po valce uhradili
valnou ¢4st ndklad na mar$aliv pohieb,
kdy?z se oficidlni reprezentace Finska béla
byt jen svou formdlni Glasti provokovat
mocny SSSR.

Mimochodem pfed odeslinim vozu
na misto uréeni si Hitler nechal budouci
Mannerheimiiv ,,Grosser Mercedes® pfi-
stavit do ,,VI¢tho doupéte (Wolfschan-
ze) v Rastenburgu, osobné si jej prohlédl
a teprve poté s nim svého osobniho fidice

Ericha Kempku poslal do Finska.

Ale vratme se od hnédého diktdto-
ra k dynamickému rozvoji spole¢nosti
Daimler-Benz v letech 1933-1945, kte-
ry s nacistickou érou do zna¢né miry sou-
visel. Nacistické snahy o autarkii (hospo-
dafskou sobésta¢nost), zahdjeni velkory-
sé¢ho programu vefejnych praci a hlavné
celkové militarizace ndrodniho hospodai-
stvi dosdhly bezprecedentnich rozmért
i diky nesmirné drzému zptsobu finan-
covéni. Obratnymi ménovymi manipula-
cemi, ¢erpanim obrovskych zahrani¢nich
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